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Mrs Claire McGonigal, Headteacher

1 February 2023

Dear Parent / Guardian

Trips Planning Letter for 2023 - 2029

Over the next six years, Grantown Grammar are planning a number of residential school trips.  These are of
varying length, cost and activity.  We have agreed a plan for school trips so far in advance of many of them to
help parents and pupils to navigate their way through the experiences on offer and budget accordingly if
appropriate.  It might be, for example, that a current S2 pupil may aim to go on the S3 Residential and then the
Spain/Watersports trip when they are in S6.  Over their, potentially, six years at Grantown Grammar we hope that
all pupils will be able to take part in at least one residential experience.  In the past we have been able to support
financial planning in a range of different ways and have also supported families in accessing grants.  Please do
not hesitate to contact the school to discuss any concerns or questions regarding planned trips as I am sure that
we will be able to help.

The six year plan for when school residential trips will take place is attached and a brief description of these
major trips is below.   I have also included the anticipated cost of the trip but please note that I have been
cautious in over-estimating costs and rounding expected prices up.

S3 Residential:  Outdoor Learning
This residential experience takes place every November, usually at Badaguish or Lagganlia.  It is usually two
nights and three days.  It is the culmination of the pupils Outdoor Education programme in S1 and S2 and is very
much linked to the curriculum.  The pupils cook their own meals and school staff lead the Outdoor Learning
experiences which have included mountain biking, canoeing, orienteering, nightline, star walks and much more.
The cost is approximately £100.

Snowsports Trip - for all year groups
This trip is planned to take place every year.  It is usually about a week long and in France. Skiers and
snowboarders of all abilities, including beginners,  are welcome on the trip which includes equipment hire as well
as tuition, as well as a range of evening activities.  We anticipate the cost being approximately £1350.

Battlefields / Disneyland Paris - for all year groups
This trip is open to all year groups and is planned to take place every two years.  It is usually about a week long.
The trip includes visits to World War One battlefields in Belgium together with the main Allied and German
cemeteries and the Menin Gate Ceremony in Ypres.  The second part of a trip is a two day visit to Disneyland
Paris.  We anticipate the cost being approximately £1000.

Liverpool Trip - S2 and S3 pupils
This trip is linked to the S2 and S3 history curriculum and involves exploring Liverpool’s links to slavery,
immigration and emigration in addition to the impact of Liverpool on the 1960s, particularly the music scene.  We
are planning to run this trip every two years.  It will be about 3-4 days long and probably cost approximately £500.

Paris Trip - S5 and S6 pupils
The Paris trip is a French and Music experience for senior pupils.  In addition to sightseeing and practising
French, pupils also attend a number of musical experiences which have previously included opera, concerts and
ballet.  This trip runs every two years and is usually approximately 5 days long.  We anticipate the cost being
approximately £800.
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Spain / Watersports Trip - for all year groups
This trip will combine the culture of Spain with watersports for example paddle boarding and windsurfing. This is
a new trip which we plan to run every two years.  It will be about a week long and we estimate it will cost
approximately £1000.

Iceland - for all year groups
This is a new trip which we plan to run in 2025/26.  It will have a Geography and Environmental Sciences focus
and will include the exploration of Iceland’s incredible landscape together with Icelandic culture.  It will probably
be a week long and we estimate it will cost approximately £1000.

Current S3 only - Exchange trip to Ulm, Germany
Our current S3 pupils have been exchanging letters and school videos with pupils in Keplergymnasium, a High
School in Ulm, Germany.  We hope that their pupils will be visiting us in September with our pupils taking a return
trip to Ulm in June 2024 when our current S3 have just started S5.  Ulm is a large city on the river Danube in the
German stage of Baden-Wurttemberg.  It is on the border with Bavaria and our German colleagues are already
starting to plan many very interesting trips for us including nearby Munich, and, of course, for pupils to take part
in lessons in the Keplergymnasium.  Please note that unlike exchange trips which some parents may have
experienced, pupils won’t be staying with their host families but rather with all of the GGS pupils and staff on the
trip in suitable hotel accommodation.
We would strongly encourage any pupils currently in S3 who are considering  going on a trip in 2023/24 to
prioritise the Exchange trip to Ulm which should be a unique educational experience.
We estimate that this trip will be about a week and probably cost about £800.

The trips noted above are the major trips which are planned over the next six years which will most likely involve
financial planning.  There will also be additional day school trips over the next six years which will include, for
example curricular fieldwork or site visits, sporting events eg Six Nations Rugby or theatre trips.  These, however,
should not need such long term planning and will be far more immediately affordable.  There may also be
overnight trips planned to go to, for example, a premier league football game or to a theme park, but again, these
should not need such long term planning.

I hope that you find this letter informative and helpful in supporting you to navigate through the many experiences
available at Grantown Grammar.  As noted in the first paragraph, please do not hesitate to get in touch with the
school if you have any questions or would like advice regarding possible grants or help with financial planning.

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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