
Grantown Grammar School
Cromdale Road,
Grantown-on-Spey
PH26 3HU
tel: 01479 872649
email: grantown.grammar@highland.gov.uk
website: www.ggschool.com

Mrs Claire McGonigal, Headteacher

4 November 2022

Dear Parent/Guardian

November - Month of Manners

Yesterday I held a very serious whole school assembly focussing on the school value of respect.  Since the start
of the year, we have had a slow build up of complaints and concerns regarding the way pupils speak to and
interact with each other.  These complaints have come from staff, parents, members of the wider community, and
most importantly, from the pupils themselves.  There is a marked increase in swearing and foul language,
including highly offensive sexually, violent language and also an increase in extremely racist language.  This is
happening, apart from the odd exception, outside of the classroom, in the playground, in town and on buses.

I appreciate that this is an issue which is of huge concern and increasing right across society in general and is
not unique to our area.  However, as a school community, we feel strongly in school that we need to address it.
This kind of negative communication is absolutely not the Grantown Grammar School way.  We build each other
up, we don’t pull each other down.

Therefore, November is going to be a ‘Month of Manners’. I have attached information which has been shared
with all pupils describing what respect looks like in Grantown Grammar School.  During November, there is going
to be a whole school focus on being respectful.  At the end of the month there will be House points, a free
Christmas Disco/Dance ticket and a selection box/goody bag for the pupils who staff feel have worked the
hardest at being respectful.  If pupils are reported for lack of respect, there will be two warnings, then break and
lunchtime detention.  For a repeated lack of respect to staff and their peers, no extra curricular activities including
trips, sports fixtures and the Christmas disco/dance, until there is a change of attitude.

There are a huge number of pressures on our young people, more now than ever before.  Lockdown and the
Covid pandemic has undeniably caused a large increase in mental health issues.  There is clear evidence that
the increased time young people spent online, school work, gaming and social media as a result of the pandemic
has added to both the increase in anxiety and the decrease in communication skills and awareness.  I hope that
you will support the school with this initiative as we try to turn the tide of negativity and help our young people
re-discover their positivity.  I am extremely lucky to have a school full of wonderful and inspiring young people.  I
am determined that, with our combined support, they can see that in themselves and each other.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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