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7 October 2022

Dear Parent/Guardian,

End of Term Newsletter, October 2022

This term has seen a return to more of our pre-covid activities which has been great.  Pupils, staff and the whole
community have been working hard both in and out of the classroom and I know that everyone is looking forward
to a well deserved October holiday.  Here’s just some of the things we have been up to:

Attainment

Gradebooks
The first gradebook extract for S3, S4, S5 and S6 pupils was sent home last week.  This updates parents on
SQA targets, progress and effort in addition to behaviour and homework.  Pupils can check their gradebooks at
any time, as can parents, but this ‘snapshot’ gives you a printed extract to refer to.  As ever, if you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school.  Pupils are starting to complete coursework assessments
and the assessment calendar which shows when assessments are planned is accessible via the school website.
If you go onto the Grantown Grammar School website and click ‘What’s on’ at the top of the page, then “Calendar
and assessments” you will see the wider school calendar and assessment calendar.
https://grantowngrammar.wordpress.com/school-calendar/

Gradebook extracts for S1 and S2 pupils will be sent home the first week back after the October holidays and,
again, please contact the school if you have any questions.  The S1 pupils are very settled in the school now and
both the S1s and S2s are working hard in their classes.

Lates, mobile phones and uniforms
In my last newsletter, I explained that we would be tightening the policies on arriving late, mobile phones and
uniforms to help get the school back to usual running, post covid.  Mobile phone use in classrooms is reduced
which is great, thank you and pupils are definitely making a huge effort to wear black and white, thank you for
that too.  As the weather is getting colder, however, coloured jumpers and hoodies are creeping in so please
continue to encourage your child to wear the school uniform colours of black and white.

Late Arrivals continue to be an issue however. At the start of the Summer term we implemented a new lates
policy to try and reduce the number of pupils arriving late to class at the start of the day and immediately after
lunch.  This term we had 100 pupils (almost a third of the school) arrive late with 16 of them repeating the offence
four or more times therefore, receiving either break or lunchtime detentions.  Our worst offender was late 10
times which is 25%.
The impact on the pupils' learning and the disruption to lessons is unacceptable.  Please can you raise this issue
with your children and impress the importance of arriving in class on time.  Parents are notified by text weekly if
their child has been late and on how many occasions for the previous week.
There is an initial bell at 0853 and the school day starts with a second bell at 0855.  Pupils are expected to arrive
in class at this time.
We will continue to monitor this situation and, with your support, we will hopefully see a reduction in late
attendance.
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New Staff
We are delighted to welcome Mrs Ma to the Modern Languages Department, who joins us from China.  She is
delivering Mandarin lessons to not only Grantown Grammar but also pupils in our associated primary schools.
She is also hoping to involve the community in learning aspects of Chinese culture, so keep an eye out for
Community Calligraphy lessons which we hope to start soon.

We are also very pleased to welcome Mr Dey to the PE Department.  He has already made his impact, not least
in the staff v pupils 5-a-side football game.

Celebrating Achievement

Macmillan Coffee Morning
On 30 September, our Senior Hospitality classes hosted a coffee morning for staff and visitors.  It was a huge
success and the pupils were extremely professional, demonstrating their hospitality skills to the full.  The coffee
morning raised an incredible £265 for MacMillan Cancer Support, which was brilliant.  Thank you to all pupils and
staff involved especially Mrs Brown, Mrs Paterson, Mrs Hobson and Mrs MacLeod.

S1 and S2 Newton Room
At the start of term all of our S1 and S2 pupils visited the pop-up Newton Room at the YMCA to get hands-on
experience with space themed activities. The Space module was created  by the Glasgow Science Centre, and
the pupils were able to engage with activities created to link in with Scotland's growing space industry.  Activities
included looking at some of the practical uses of remote sensing (Earth observation) satellites, programming
robots to avoid collisions as they orbited an inflatable Earth and crafting their own rockets to be fired from our
compressed air launch pad - the fastest of which was recorded at an impressive 50mph!  These curriculum-linked
STEM (science, technology, engineering, and maths) activities are designed to reinforce the pupils'
classroom-based learning, allowing them to see the theory in action, in a fun and memorable way.

Welcome Disco
S6 pupils hosted a very successful Welcome Disco for S1, S2 and S3 pupils.  This was the first disco in the hall
for about two and a half years so it was a very special occasion.  With the theme of the 2000’s, staff were a bit
confused about what to wear, which would be different from everyday, but the pupils certainly looked great!
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Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition
A huge well done to the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh groups who successfully completed their qualifying expedition
in September. All groups put in a massive effort, overcame obstacles and toughed it out to have a fantastic
weekend in Glen Feshie. The groups started on a sunny Saturday morning at Ruthven Barracks near Kingussie,
and walked into Glen Tromie and then Glen Feshie. We were joined camping in Glen Feshie by thousands of
midgies. On Sunday, the groups walked out to Feshiebridge. A brilliant effort was made by all, and the pupils
were great company and a credit to the school. Thanks to the staff who gave up their time to accompany and
assess them.

‘The Woods’ Concert
We had a visit from Hamish Napier on 5th October who performed extracts from his current album ‘The Woods’
along with fellow performers Patsy Reid and Innes Wilson to S2 and S3 pupils, and also Grantown Primary P4 -
P7 pupils.  In the evening they performed a longer concert in celebration of the Anagach Woods Trust 20th
Anniversary, in the school hall which was enjoyed by many members of the community.

Sports Updates

S1 and S2 girls and boys have had several rugby fixtures where they have impressed everyone with their
enthusiasm and determination.  They have played in a festival at Highland Rugby Club and also against Fortrose,
where they were narrowly beaten.  On Friday 2nd September they played in front of more than 3000 people as a
half-time performance during the Glasgow Warriors v. Ayrshire Bulls game at Inverness Caledonian Thistle.  We
have been lucky to have had the support of Development Coaches from Highland Rugby Club this term who
have been delivering rugby sessions in PE and at lunchtime.  Thank you to Hugo, Ruairidh and Jacob for giving
so much time to coach our pupils.

S1 and S2 girls and boys have also taken part in football festivals this term.  Again, their enthusiasm is great to
see and we are never short of pupils who want to play.  Lunchtime football clubs have seen an increase in both
skill and confidence and we look forward to more success in future festivals.

Netball
Netball continues to go from strength to strength in the school with the S2/3 team beating Forres Academy 30:2
and the Senior team winning against Forres 32:10.  A huge thank you to Mrs Simon for her commitment and
enthusiasm.

Five-a-side Football
The many annual Staff v Pupils challenges got off to a good start on 4 October with a 5-a-side football match in
the Craig MacLean Centre.  S6 girls beat the female staff, 2 games to 1, in 3 very close games.  The male staff
were the overall winners against the S6 boys however, in their 3 very competitive and spirited games.  Happily no
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injuries this time, apart from one bruised foot (mine) and the next challenge which I think is volleyball is already
keenly anticipated.  These challenges are a lot of fun and I know that the spectators also enjoy watching the
challenges.

Upcoming Events

School Show
Rehearsals for this year’s School Show, ‘The Jungle Book’, are well underway with plenty of backstage work
going on too, organising costumes and scenery painting.  The cast enjoyed a visit to the Highland Wildlife Park at
the end of August to study how the animals they are playing, which include wolves, a tiger, a bear and monkeys,
move.  There will be three performances at the end of next term, so watch out for tickets going on sale in
December.  The show will be on each evening from Tuesday 13 - Thursday 15 December with a dress rehearsal
for Primary pupils and elderly members of our community on Monday 12 December.

Christmas Concert
Another date for your diary is the Christmas Concert which this year will take place on 19 December at the
Inverallan Church.  This will be a very festive affair which will set everyone up for the Christmas week.

S2 Song Competition
At the end of November we will be bringing back the S2 Song Competition after a number of years.  The S6
pupils are the last year to have performed this.   Pupils always have very fond memories of the S2 Song
Competition, which for most of them is the first time they will have performed on stage in front of an audience.
Pupils compose the music and write their own lyrics for their song so it’s always a very interesting event.  All S2
pupils will be involved and parents are very welcome to come and watch.  Time and date will be confirmed.

Halloween Disco
This year’s Halloween Disco will take place on Thursday 3 November.  It will be for pupils from S1 - S5 and be
run by S6 who’ll be spinning the spooky tunes.  Costumes at the Halloween disco are usually brilliant, but this
year, mindful of the need to recycle and reuse as well as budget pressures, the Eco Council is setting up The
Great Halloween Costume Swap. I’ve attached a flyer to explain this but pupils - and members of the
community - can donate old costumes which we will re-cycle to be reused for the disco.

Dates for your Diary

25 October - S1/2 Gradebook with S2 comments
3 November - Halloween Disco
10 November - Snowsports Trip, Parents Information Evening
14 - 18 November - S3 Residential Week
15 November - Parent Council AGM
23-24 November - Flu Vaccines in school
13 December - S3/4/5/6 Gradebook including comments
13 - 15 December - School Show ‘The Jungle Book’
19 December - Christmas Concert
tbc - Christmas dances!

I hope that you all have a lovely October holiday and enjoy some autumnal sunshine before the winter weather
starts.  The Christmas term is always a busy one with lots to look forward to, so I also hope that everyone has a
good rest over the holidays, ready to work hard and play hard next term!

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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