
Grantown Grammar School
Cromdale Road,
Grantown-on-Spey
PH26 3HU
tel: 01479 872649
email: grantown.grammar@highland.gov.uk
website: www.ggschool.com

Mrs Claire McGonigal, Headteacher

31 March 2022

Dear Parent/Guardian,

SQA Exam Diet

This year’s SQA exams start shortly.  Study leave runs from 25 April 2022 until 27 May inclusive
and the link to the letter regarding Study Leave can be found here.

We have recently been in communication with parents/guardians of pupils who are receiving
Alternative Assessment Arrangements such as Extra Time, Separate Accommodation and digital
papers.  If you did not receive such an email but believe that your son or daughter is entitled to
this, could we ask that you contact the school as soon as possible.

The main SQA exam timetable can be found here.  All schools are allowed to make small
alterations to exam times based on local conditions.  We have made a few slight changes and
these are reflected in the school timetable for 2022 which can be found here.

Individual timetables will be with pupils shortly.  Can we ask all pupils to check these carefully to
make sure all of their exams are shown correctly with rooms and times allocated.  For pupils
receiving Alternative Assessment Arrangements it is particularly important to check that
everything is as expected.  The simplest way to do this is to compare the main School timetable
to the individual’s to make sure details such as Extra Time and Separate Accommodation are
shown as expected.  We do try to get this right first time, but it is good for pupils to have one final
check.

None of our current pupils have sat final SQA exams before, so they will likely be nervous about
this despite having sat Prelims recently.  SQA have provided a useful support area of what to
expect, as well as the Your Exam Booklet which will also be issued in paper copy to pupils
shortly.

As always, if there are any queries or anything pupils and their family are not sure about, please
contact the school as soon as possible.

Because of the interruption caused by the pandemic, pupils will understandably be concerned
about various scenarios.  Although it may not be an exhaustive list, many of the concerns are
raised and addressed here.  Can we draw particular attention to the Exam Exceptional
Circumstances Service (EECS) and Appeals Service.
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https://grantowngrammar.files.wordpress.com/2022/03/study-leave-2022.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/nq-2022-exam-timetable.pdf
https://grantowngrammar.files.wordpress.com/2022/03/sqa-exams-2021-22-2021-22.pdf
https://grantowngrammar.files.wordpress.com/2022/03/sqa-exams-2021-22-2021-22.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/100863.html
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQA-Your_Exams2022.pdf
https://blogs.sqa.org.uk/qualifications2022/support-services-for-national-5-higher-and-advanced-higher-learners-a-message-for-parents-and-carers/


The EECS is for when pupils are unable to attend an exam due to unforeseen circumstances,
such as a medical condition (including a Covid-19 related absence) or bereavement.  It also
covers situations such as a disruption on the day of the exam, which means the exam can’t take
place.  In those circumstances, the school would send evidence we have been collecting all year
to the SQA in order for a result to be awarded.  This evidence would be collected from prelims,
class exercises, class work, etc and reflect the Estimates we will be sending to SQA shortly,
before the exams start.  The Estimates will, of course, be conveyed to you before then and
should reflect the ongoing Tracking and Monitoring from across the school year.

There have been changes to the Appeals system in 2022 to reflect the impact of the pandemic.
This will be a free service where pupils and families can request appeals directly to the SQA or
via the school.  The SQA will publish full guidance on the operation of Appeals by the end of May
2022.  If an appeal is requested, practising teachers will review the evidence collected across the
year and the pupil would be awarded the higher grade of the two types of evidence (their exam
and/or coursework and the assessment evidence submitted in support of the appeal).  Learners
can only appeal if they achieve a grade lower than their estimate, for example if the learner’s
exam result is a grade C but their estimate was a grade B.

Although the exam diet can be a stressful time for our pupils, they have been working hard
throughout the year under very challenging pandemic conditions and I’m sure that they will
achieve the success they deserve.  Staff in the school are here to support, reassure and help
pupils with revision throughout the exam diet.  We are also here to support parents with your
questions so please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions or need any
advice.

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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