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2 December 2021

Dear Parent / Guardian,

December Newsletter

As we reach the end of another busy term, I’d like to take this opportunity to review the past
term and also give you key dates and information for December.

General Information

Covid Update
Sadly, it looks like the current Covid prevention measures will be with us for some time.  This
means that pupils, staff and visitors should continue to wear facemasks in school, follow the one
way system and sanitise hands and desks regularly.  As the weather gets colder, one of the
most important measures to prevent the spread of Covid, ventilation, becomes trickier as pupils
have moved inside at break and lunchtime out of the cold.  It is very important that windows and
doors are open to allow a free flow of air throughout the school.  It is also important that pupils
use the areas allocated to their year groups to gather inside where possible to reduce the
spread of Covid.  Extra curricular clubs are an exception to this and there are pupils who have
individual arrangements.

S1/2 - the main corridor and corridor between the school and the Craig MacLean.
use toilets in the main building

S3 - the LS corridor.
use toilets in the STEM building

S4 - the hall.
use toilets in the STEM building

S5 - Room 23.
use toilets in the Craig MacLean

S6 - Common Room.
use toilets in the Craig MacLean

We are still handing out a number of facemasks every morning which is an expense for the
school.  Please can you ensure that your child has a facemask before they leave home,
especially those pupils who are travelling on school transport.
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Parents’ Evenings
Another consequence of the ongoing Covid situation is that we still can’t do parents evenings or
information evenings in the school.  The recent S1 online Parents’ Evening went very well,
although we all missed face to face meetings and look forward to returning to these.  After each
Parents’ Evening we will review and adjust the format if appropriate, so please pass on your
feedback. Parents' Evenings are noted on the school calendar which is on the school website.

Uniform
As the weather gets colder, pupils are starting to wear a range of brightly coloured jumpers and
hoodies.  I have huge sympathy with people feeling the cold in the school, especially as we still
need to ventilate, but please can you aim to wear the school colours of black and white.  School
hoodies are available to buy from Zippy Embroidery.  Hats and gloves should not be worn in
class.  Also as the school year progresses and pupils are growing, some leggings and jeans
have become exceptionally tight which can cause embarrassment to the pupils concerned.
Please can you support the school uniform policy by ensuring that pupils wear clothes which are
appropriate for a school working environment. This includes leggings which aren’t too tight or
too thin and are black, trousers which are black, not faded, with no rips and tops which are black
and white and don’t show midriffs or underwear.
We are also receiving reports to the school that pupils traveling to and from school are not
easily visible to other road users.  Could you please ensure that they wear suitable clothing that
allows them to be seen or carry torches if you know they are needing to walk on or near roads.

Gradebooks
The last gradebook extract for this term is being sent home shortly.  The Senior Phase
Gradebook will be distributed w/c Monday 6 December 2021 both via email and as a paper
copy.  The BGE Gradebooks will be distributed via email on Tuesday 21 December and as a
paper copy on Tuesday 11 January 2022.  There will be additional report comments on the
Gradebook extract for S3 pupils.

S3 Residential
The S3 Residential to Badaguish in November was a great success.  Four groups of S3 pupils
went to Badaguish for an overnight residential which included mountain biking, a night line, star
gazing and also orienteering.  It was great to see our S3 pupils leave their mobile phones
behind and enjoy card games and making hot chocolate.  One thing we learnt from the week is
that Mr McGougan is rubbish at Uno!  A huge thank you to all the staff involved in organising the
week especially Mr McGougan, Mr Hepburn, Mr Sutherland and Mrs Hobson and Mrs Paterson
for the catering.  Also thank you to the staff Badaguish, who were flexible and welcoming, as we
used their lovely accommodation.

Determination l Responsibility l Creativity l Ambition l Respect



Christmas

Christmas Dances
The school is determined to give the pupils, and the whole school community, a bit of fun to
celebrate the end of the year and Christmas.  Due to the current restrictions, however, this is
proving very difficult.  The school show has sadly been postponed until March, as we can’t have
an audience and we still can’t have whole school events inside, even assemblies.  But we can
have Christmas dances!  Just not in the evening and not across year groups.  Therefore, the
following Christmas Dances have been arranged and pupils will have a chance to dress up in
their best Christmas ceilidh outfits, to let their hair down and have some fun.  Pupils will be able
to get changed before the dance so make sure they bring their glad rags!

S1 - Monday 13 December - periods 4 and 5
S2 - Wednesday 15 December - periods 7 and 8
S3 - Monday 13 December - periods 7 and 8
S4 - Tuesday 14 December - Tuesday afternoon
S5/6 - Thursday 16 December - periods 7 and 8

Christmas Decorations
Please bring in decorations to give the school a really festive feel.  Pupils are encouraged to
decorate tutor rooms and anywhere else, they are given permission to turn GGS into a
Christmas wonderland!  My gingerbread house is going up today, which I know Mr Carrott is
looking forward to!!

Learning Support Christmas Fayre
The LS Department will be holding a raffle, please see online announcement for the link to buy
tickets, and a Christmas Fayre for pupils on Tuesday 7 and Wednesday 8 December.  There
will be cakes, Christmas produce and decorations on sale and also an opportunity to buy more
raffle tickets.
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MFR Mission Christmas - Christmas Jumper Day - Friday 10 December
This year we are supporting the MFR Mission Christmas appeal.  Pupils and the community are
invited to bring in gifts to donate to the appeal which will then be given to children who wouldn’t
otherwise be getting presents at Christmas.  There is a large box in reception for donations.  We
are also having a Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 10 December when everyone is invited to
come to school in their most festive jumpers or tops and make a £1 donation to Mission
Christmas.  This year, of all years, let's make sure that no one gets left out in the Holidays.

End of Term
I have had a number of queries regarding the last 3 days of term, Monday 20, Tuesday 21 and
Wednesday 22 December.  I know that there are a lot of families who are hoping to see
relations and friends over the Christmas holidays, particularly on Christmas Day and are worried
about Covid and being asked to isolate at the last minute.  The school will be open and staff will
be here as usual but, if you want to err on the side of caution and choose to keep your child/ren
at home for the last three days of term, then I have sympathy with that, as I appreciate how hard
this year has been for the whole community.  Please let the office know if your child/ren will be
doing work on Google classroom at home for the final three days of term and not coming into
school.

Finally, as this is the last newsletter of term, I would like to wish you and your family a very
merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year.  This has been a long, hard term but, as
ever, by supporting each other as a community we have managed to both work hard and have
fun.  Thank you for your help and trust over the past year and remember, if I can help in any
way, please email me or phone the school.  Have a wonderful holiday!

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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