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14 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
End of Term December 2020 
 
As we approach the end of term, a number of parents have been in touch with the school with concerns about 
their child attending school on Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd December.   As you may be aware, Track and 
Trace tends to focus on contacts in the previous 48 hours.  This means that in the, hopefully unlikely, event of a 
pupil or member of staff testing positive between Monday 21st and Friday 25th December, families whose 
children have been in school Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd December and in contact with the positive 
individual will need to self isolate. This raises the possibility of a phone call on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
advising that your family needs to self isolate.  
 
As a headteacher, I believe strongly in supporting parents and their decisions especially at the end of what has 
been a very intense year.  As John Swinney said, “We also want to avoid families being disturbed on or around 
Christmas Day due to any outbreaks which may involve a school prior to the start of the holiday period.” 
Everyone in the school is hugely appreciative of the support we have received from the local community and 
want to play our part in making sure that our community has the best chance to enjoy Christmas. 
 
Therefore, Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd will be online learning.  Teachers will provide online learning 
resources for classes which can be completed either at home or at school.   Although the school will still be open, 
parents can decide whether to send their child to school where pupils will remain in their tutor groups completing 
tasks online or keep their child at home to complete those tasks.  This complies with Scottish government advice 
which is that before forming a “Christmas bubble” people should do all they can to limit interactions, to minimise 
transmission risks and protect loved ones. 
 
Below is a link to a Google form which will enable you to indicate whether your child/ren will be accessing online 
learning at home or in school next week.  Your child can also register on the google registration classroom, this 
will help our registration process on Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd December. 
 
Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd December Google Form 
 
 
Monday 14th December - Friday 18th December 
 
This week will see the conclusion of our festive activities.  The canteen will be serving Christmas Dinner on 
Wednesday 16th December which this year includes Festive Wraps for easy eating as pupils can’t eat lunch in 
the canteen yet.  Following the very successful Learning Support Online Christmas Fayre, there is still the 
opportunity for pupils to buy raffle tickets in school for the draw on Friday 18th December.  We will also do a draw 
for the Positive Behaviour House Point Raffle Tickets on Friday.  Pupils have been earning tickets in classes for 
excellent work and achievement and there will be a voucher for a local shop for the winner from each House. 
 
The highlight of the week, however, will be two very different looking ceilidhs.  We all wanted to give pupils the 
opportunity to dress up and be festive in lieu of the usual Junior Christmas Dance and Christmas Prom and these 
will take place as follows: 
 
Wednesday 16th December periods 7 and 8 - S1 - S3 
Thursday 17th December periods 7 and 8 - S4 - S6 
 

 Determination .responsibility .Creativity .Ambition .Respect 

https://forms.gle/EevbrS6wUyuXdon87


A strict risk assessment is in place which, in addition to hand sanitiser and open windows and doors for 
ventilation, includes dancing bubbles of 8 pupils.  All dances, whether pair or group, will take place within the 
bubble of 8 pupils.  There will be no progressive dances and no dances which involve groups moving on eg 
Dashing White Sergeant.  However, even with these limitations, we all hope that pupils will enjoy the chance to 
change into their party clothes at lunchtime, or even come into school dressed ready for the ceilidh and to have a 
bit of Christmas fun in the afternoon. 
 
Friday 18th December will be a Christmas Jumper Day as will Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd December for 
those pupils who attend school. 
 
Spring Term 
 
The Spring Term will start on Wednesday 6th January 2021. 
 
Please see the link below to an SQA update to reflect the fact that all exams have now been cancelled and 
replaced with ongoing assessments.  This update from Mr Ross explains how the school will be ensuring that all 
pupils get the predicted grades they are working towards.  There is also a link to the assessment window which is 
similar to previous year’s prelims but focuses on gathering SQA evidence for predicted grades. These 
assessments will feed into the ongoing gathering of SQA evidence. Predicted grades will be based on the latest 
and best examples and evidence of pupil work and assessment throughout the year but this assessment window 
could be an important part of this process.  
 
SQA Update 
 
 
Assessment Window Timetable 
 
 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you for your support, encouragement and patience this year as we’ve 
faced the seemingly impossible challenge of the Covid Pandemic.  I have been so impressed and heartened by 
the pupils and staff in the school who have faced that challenge with courage, determination and a much needed 
sense of humour.  I am so proud of the Grantown Grammar School community and, even with the difficulties and 
problems to solve, there’s nowhere else I’d rather be.  Although I think we’ll all be happier next year when more 
Covid vaccines become available and we can start to get back to normal. 
 
I  wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Claire McGonigal 
 
Claire McGonigal 
Headteacher 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/13ojHRVu-N2zb39u9VMZovwVPrXCaBxsS4fCr7jb6bGM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13jlylh22MbMOpZz0XFUcVufWS9XgHfKwKl4CODDs_nI/edit?usp=sharing

