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While this was not the start to the new academic year that we hoped for with the increase in
Covid cases, I continue to be impressed and grateful to pupils and staff for their continued
resilience and good humour.  Despite the need to wear masks, do lateral flow tests and
sometimes self isolate, the school is starting to feel more normal.  It’s great to see extra
curricular clubs back up and running, pupils working hard in class and staff back to eating
cake together on Wednesday.  One of the highlights of my day is seeing all the different
activities taking place at lunchtime.  I’ve dropped in on netball, card games in the library,
climbing, shinty, art club, the school show, gardening club and Amnesty International to list
just a few of the many activities staff are offering around the school. Last Friday I went home
with a smile on my face as some pupils were playing football on the pitch and others were
taking to the stage for the first time rehearsing the school show.  It was a real sign that no
matter how complicated our lives are just now, pupils and staff are finding ways to make
things happen and have fun.  Things are most definitely getting better.

Claire McGonigal, Headteacher

Covid Protocols

Health Protection Advice
One feature of this term has been the many changes in how schools respond to covid cases.
The advice from the Health Protection Team is regularly updated and can also be varied
according to the number of cases in different schools or different year groups within a
school.  This means that sometimes children in the same family but in different schools can
follow different public health protocols and sometimes children in the same school but
different year groups can also be given different public health protocols.  This has,
understandably, led to confusion.  However, keeping public health advice flexible and
situation specific is the best way to make sure that schools stay open and that as many
pupils as possible can attend with the lowest amount of risk.  This is why advice and
protocols for schools are different to advice and protocols for other sectors eg shops and
restaurants.
Health Protection Team advice will continue to follow this pattern of adapting general advice
for school specific situations.  Please contact the school if you are unsure but remember, we
aren’t responsible for the advice, only passing it on.



Current School Covid Protocols
The current school covid protocols in place at all times are:

● All pupils and staff should wear face coverings at all times except when
eating/drinking or if they have an exemption.
Currently we are handing out 150 disposable masks every week.  This has a huge
cost both financially and environmentally.  Please help cut these costs by making
sure that your child has a mask when they leave for school.

● One way system.
● Strongly recommended twice weekly lateral flow testing - Sunday and Wednesday

night.
● Ventilation in all inside spaces - remember to have warm clothes next term.
● Social distancing where possible.
● Regular hand washing and use of hand sanitiser.
● Spraying down of desks before sitting.

Covid-19 Vaccinations for 12 - 15 year olds
We are waiting for more information regarding this and will share it with parents as soon as it
is available. This will be after the October break.  Although we held a clinic in school for
16-17 year olds this term, and I am very grateful to NHS Highland and Lloyds Pharmacy for
facilitating this, I’m not sure whether this will be repeated for 12-15 year olds as this was a
one off, unique event.

School Calendar

Parents’ Evenings
At the start of term, in a flush of optimism, we planned a full range of Parents Evenings and
Open Nights.  Unfortunately, events since the start of term and the growth of Covid have
forced us to change our plans.  Parents' Evenings will take place as per the school calendar
but they will be virtual.  Virtual Parents’ Evenings have been trialled in other schools in
Highland and have been well received, so I hope that they will be successful at Grantown
Grammar too.  Full details of how these Parents’ Evenings work will be shared as the dates
approach.
There is a link to the calendar on the School website to enable you to check the timing of
Parents’ Evenings for different year groups.

Tracking and Reports
This term we have sent Gradebook Extracts home for all Senior Phase pupils and at the
start of next term we'll send printed Gradebook Extracts home for all S1-3 (BGE) pupils.
These extracts will be sent home once per term to enable parents to check their child’s
progress and whether they are on track to meet their yearly targets.  Google Gradebooks are
updated throughout the year by staff and are a very effective way to track progress.  Pupils,
and their parents, are encouraged to check them regularly and speak to their teachers about
what they can do to make sure that they hit their progress targets.
We are also sending home written, more traditional reports to each year group during the
year.  The dates when this will happen are on the school calendar.  S2’s will be receiving
their written report early next term.

For those parents who aren’t familiar with Google Gradebook, we are organising an online
‘drop in’ session, early next term where Mr Wilson will give a presentation explaining how it
works and how we use it.



The School Grounds

Anyone who has visited the school recently wil have noticed the incredible transformation
happening to our school grounds.  Thanks to Mrs Shearon and her green fingered crew, the
school grounds are full of flowers, planters and even a solar fountain.  It has made such a
difference to the look and feel of the school and has taken a lot of digging, planting and
organising.  She is currently working on a revamp for the school pond and has encouraged
pupils to submit their plans for what they think the pond should look like.  If anyone wants to
get involved and help with our landscaping, please get in touch with Mrs Shearon.

Events

MacMillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning - Friday 24 September
Thank you to the National 5 Hospitality class who raised an amazing £160 for MacMillan
Cancer Support with their coffee morning on Friday 24 September.  Their Delivercoo service
meant that coffee, tea and treats were delivered to staff around the school for breaktime to
make sure that the coffee morning was ‘Covid compliant’.  Their professional service and
tasty cakes were appreciated by everyone.

Welcome Disco Day - Decades - Friday 1 October
On Friday 1 October the S6 pupils hosted a Welcome Disco Day for the school and a mini
disco in the Assembly Hall for S1 pupils.  Period changes were marked by music,
decorations brightened up the corridors and there were some great costumes inspired by the
60’s, 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.  Although not the usual evening disco, the S6 pupils managed to
get the school laughing and teach the S1’s some of the dances we all love to do. (Cha Cha
Slide!)  The resilience of Grantown Grammar pupils turning Covid challenges into successful
events never fails to impress and inspire me.





Wear it Blue - Friday 8 October
The Amnesty International Group have asked pupils and staff to wear blue on Friday 8
October and donate £1 to The Scottish Refugee Council.  All money raised will be used to
help men, women and children who have been forced to flee their homes by providing
essential information, advice and emotional advice to rebuild their lives.  The Scottish
Refugee Council currently has a particular focus on supporting  the recent refugees from
Afghanistan.
The colour blue is traditionally a colour of hope for refugees.

Halloween Spooky Sprint/Stroll - Friday 29 October
Unfortunately we can’t hold our Halloween Disco this year as schools are still unable to have
large gatherings of this kind.  However, our S6 pupils, with the help of the PE Department
are going to organise a ‘Spooky Sprint/stroll’ through the Anagach Woods.  Pupils will be
able to either run a long course or walk a short course on Friday 29 October in fancy dress.
Pupils and staff are encouraged to come into school on Friday 29 October in halloween
costumes for the day.
Pupils are advised to look out for “scares” on their sprint/stroll as the S6 pupils have heard
that the woods may be haunted on the 29th….

Christmas Dances
Much as I don’t like to mention Christmas before Halloween, we have been thinking
about when to do Prom and Christmas dances.  Everyone really enjoyed the
Summer Junior Dance and Summer Prom in the marquee last year so we have
decided to do that again this year.  The atmosphere was lovely and the fact that
pupils who didn’t want to dance could sit on benches just outside the marquee made
the event much more inclusive.  Huge thanks to the Parent Council for helping to
fund the marquee and for those organisations, including Nethy House, who donated
goods and financial support too.
We won't, therefore, be holding a Prom at Christmas.  However, depending on how
Covid restrictions ease, will either have Christmas dances in the Craig MacLean
Leisure Centre in a similar way to last year, during the school day or perhaps hold
evening dances.  Obviously this depends on how the rest of the year goes regarding
the Covid picture, but we will host some kind of events where the pupils get to dress
up and celebrate.  These will be seperate events for Junior and Seniors.  After all,
we need to make sure that pupils get to practice their social dancing!



Parent Council

Thank you to the Parent Council for their support, advice and constructive questions
this year.  The feedback from the Parent Council is incredibly valuable as the school
tries to navigate through these complicated Covid times.  I would encourage all
parents to support the Parent Council who are currently looking for new members.
Please help out if you can!

Parent Council AGM
The Parent Council AGM will take place online on Tuesday 2nd November at
7.30pm.  The official notice is attached and details about how to join the meeting will
be published next term.

Dates for your Diary

w/c 25/10/21 S1 - S3 Gradebook Extract sent home
S2 Written reports sent home

Fri 29/10/21 Spooky Sprint/Stroll
Wed 23/11/21 S1 Virtual Parents Evening
w/c 06/12/21 Senior Phase Gradebook sent home including comments
Tue 14/12/21 School Show (all being well!)
Wed 15/12/21 School Show
Thu 16/12/21 School Show
w/c 20/12/21 S1 - S3 Gradebook extract sent home

S3 Written reports sent home
w/c 20/12/21 Junior and Senior Christmas Dances - probably!


