
Draft Minutes for the Parent Council 9 February 2021: 
Attendees 

Jaci Douglas 
Sylvia McFarlane 
Brian Robinson 
Tanja Perch 

Ross Watson and 
Rosalind Watson 
Gordon Strang 
Neville and Sara Elstone  

Jo Mackenzie 
Catherine Macauly Brand 
Claire McGonigal, Headteacher 
 

Nicola Dingwall, Chair 
Jane Cox, Treasurer 
Harriet Moll, Secretary 

Meeting commenced at 19:40 
Nicola welcomed all attendees including non-members. 
Minutes from December PC proposed and seconded by Jane and Jaci 
 
Jane Cox gave update on financial position 
£5,580 is the working balance, total balance £11,400 
 
Headteacher report 
Pupil virus testing will take place at the school from end of February. 
Vulnerable pupils using the hub are increasing. 
Mike Stone is joining as Head of PE, basketball is his favourite sport. 
There has been much better engagement with the school from pupils with almost all pupils registering every 
day. 
Messages of praise from headteacher are going out this week. 
There will be a pupil wellbeing survey.  
More online lessons in the form of drop in sessions for options and pupil coffee mornings. 
 
Conversation took place between Headteacher and parents which covered: 
Parents’ desire for more interaction with the school not necessarily in form of lessons but even just short one 
to one sessions or private messages or house meetings or anything to maintain links to school and make the 
return less difficult. It was stressed by several parents that the connection with the school was being greatly 
weakened by the system currently in place for remote learning and concerns were expressed that relatively 
few live classes were being offered. Headteacher said she couldn’t insist teachers ran live classes due to 
personal circumstances but would take feedback back to staff. 
There was a specific request for feedback made to the teachers on how options classes and decisions are 
going. 
 
Funding: 
A funding application from the school for new equipment can be submitted by the PC and Nicola will oversee 
that with Mr McGougan. 
 
HC Parent Council Meetings 
Nicola gave a report of the HC meeting and offered to send slides that had been shared at the meeting. 
 
Admin:  
The email of grantown.grammar@highlandpc.co.uk is to be the only official point of contact for the PC and a 
plan was made to share minutes of these meetings and a newsletter to the whole school parent forum after 
every meeting. 
Discussion was had regarding old PC documentation going back to the 1990s it was agreed with the 
Headteacher that it could be kept under the stage in the school as archive material rather then being disposed 
of incase there might be anything of historic interest for future generations. 
It was decided that the PC should have a page on the GGS website rather than a website of its own. The 
Headteacher will add this and liaise with Nicola and Harriet. 
 
Facemasks: 
Discussion was had over the option of buying facemasks for the pupils returning after lockdown but it was 
decided that this wouldn’t feel like the best way to invest the PC money and that more impact could be made 
for the benefit of the pupils by spending on direct activities and equipment as needed by the school. 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will take place on 23rd March at 730pm. 
Meeting ended 20:40   ENDS  


