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Mrs Claire McGonigal, Headteacher

Friday 26 March 2021

Dear Parent/Guardian,

Roadmap through Assessments

As we approach the Easter holidays, I’m pleased to be able to share Grantown Grammar School’s Assessment
window timetable and further information from the SQA and their What you need to know - booklet with you.

Although there are still questions regarding the appeals process for the SQA to answer, we do have a clear steer
for evidence gathering assessments and subsequent quality assurance of standards which will take place within
departments, between schools and in some cases between authorities.  We have two assessment windows
planned which will enable pupils who perhaps don’t do as well as expected in the first window to increase their
grade in the second window.  Evidence gathered through the assessment windows will form the basis for
provisional predicted grades which will be submitted to the SQA in June, but previous coursework will also be
taken into account as well.  Please be assured that pupils who require additional assessment arrangements will
get that support during both assessment windows.

Next week, senior phase pupils will be completing a self reflection exercise for each qualification course.  This
will include drawing up a personal assessment window timetable detailing the assessments for each column and
the date they will take place.  They will also be recording two areas where they are currently doing well and two
areas where they need to focus on.  This will be completed on paper and we hope that pupils will display their
self reflection pages prominently in their workspace, together with the paper copy of their personal assessment
window timetable to create a clear revision schedule.

Target grades have been updated in Pupil Gradebooks this week and will be updated again following the first
assessment window.  Your child will be able to show you their gradebook via their chromebook.  There are two
opportunities for parents to discuss concerns face to face with the Senior Leadership Team through individual
appointments at a Parent Forum, in the week commencing 19 April and 14 May.

I very much appreciate that the summer term is going to be a very busy and pressured one for pupils and staff.
As a school we will do everything we can to help pupils through this stressful time.  We are in the position where
we have to work with immoveable SQA dates and unfortunately we can’t stretch the timeline.

If you have any questions at this stage, please do not hesitate to contact the school.

Yours faithfully

Claire McGonigal
Headteacher
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https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/NQ-2021-what-you-need-to-know.pdf

