
Return to School - Pupils 
 
This document aims to answer pupil questions about the return to school.  If 
you have any further questions, please contact the school.  
 
Pupils are expected to return to school from Wednesday 12th August.  
 
Pupils should return as follows: 
 
Wednesday 12th August - S1, S5 and S6 
Thursday 13th August - S2, S3 and S4 
Friday 14th August - All pupils 
  
What model will we be operating with? 
Scottish Government has confirmed that schools will return full time.  There will be a 
phased return during the 1st week with all pupils in full time education by Tuesday 
18th August at the latest.  However there will be significant changes in place to allow 
this return to happen. 
 
“We do not expect the return to school in August to be a return to normality.  We 
must remain vigilant and continue to manage the risks of COVD-19.”  SG July 2020 
 
 
What about school transport? 
School transport should be running as normal with dedicated buses and taxis. 
Pupils will be required to wear face coverings on all public transport and follow social 
distance guidance from the driver. 
Pupils should ensure that they have either washed their hands or used hand 
sanitiser before and after travelling. 
 
If parents choose to take their child/ren to school themselves rather than use school 
transport, please do not drop your child off in the school car park.  We 
recommend that you drop your child off away from the school, eg the car park by the 
museum, in order to reduce traffic congestion. 
  
How will information be communicated to parents and pupils? 
Communication with parents and pupils will be via email Website, Facebook and 
Google Classroom.  
 
 
 
 



What PPE equipment will be in place? 
There will be anti bacterial spray, hand sanitiser and paper towels for every 
classroom.  There will also be hand sanitiser throughout the building and extra soap 
in toilets.  
 
Will there be changes to the school day?  
To minimise times where large groups of pupils can congregate, there will be some 
changes to the structure of the day but the start and finish times will remain the 
same.  The changes will mainly affect break and lunchtimes and will be 
communicated on the first day back. 
 
How do I get to my classroom in the morning? 
Pupils will be asked not to enter the building until after 8.40am. Pupils should 
proceed to their first class. 
Pupils will be issued with their timetables on their first day of term and should 
proceed to their tutor class on their first day back.  There will be notices to remind 
pupils where their tutor class is. 
 
How are pupils expected to move between lessons?  
There will also be new signage in school and a one way system in the corridors and 
stairwells.  Pupils will be expected to wipe down desks on entry to the classroom. 
 
“Movement of children, young people and staff between classrooms should be 
minimised wherever possible.  Where this cannot be avoided, the provision of 
appropriate cleaning supplies to enable them to wipe down their own 
desk/chair/surfaces before leaving and, especially, on entering the rooms should be 
considered as part of overall hygiene strategies for secondary schools.”  SG  July 
2020 
 
Are staff expected to wear a mask when teaching? 
There is no requirement for either staff or pupils to wear a face covering in the usual 
course of the day, however they can choose to do so.  Where adults cannot maintain 
2m distance and are interacting face-to-face for s sutantina period of 15 minutes or 
more - then face covering should be worn.  While many staff may choose to bring 
their own masks, we do have a very limited number of masks available in school. 
These, however, are mainly for First Aid situations.  
 
What will classrooms look like? 
Classrooms have been set up so that there is a minimum 2m distance between the 
teacher and any pupil seat.  Desks are mainly arranged so that pupils are sitting side 
by side and facing forward.  All classes should have a seating plan that is strictly 
adhered to. 



 
Can pupils share equipment and what if they have forgotten a pen or pencil? 
Pupils can share equipment, however this should be minimised and there will be 
materials in the classroom to wipe down any equipment shared.  There will be a 
supply of stationery in the office for pupils who arrive in school without basic 
equipment - this will then be theirs to keep. 
 
What will the arrangements be for toilets? 
Pupils will be asked to use toilets as follows: 
S1 and S2 - toilets in the main building 
S3 and S4 - toilets in the Stem building 
S5 and S6 - toilets in the Craig MacLean. 
There will also be more frequent cleaning of toilets. 
 
Will there be extra cleaning in school? 
Yes, there is a requirement that local authorities and schools ensure that an 
enhanced environment cleaning regime is in place.  This includes ensuring regular 
(at least twice daily) cleaning of commonly touched objects and surfaces.   The 
cleaning regime must be in line with the Health Protection Scotland Guidance for 
Non-Healthcare Settings. 
 
Ventilation in school  
Windows and doors, except fire doors, should be open to facilitate ventilation and the 
flow of air. 
We recommend that pupils wear warm clothing as the classrooms can get cold.  
 
Will there be changes to the school behaviour policy?  
Pupils will be required to comply with all the changes put in place.  There will, of 
course, be times when they genuinely forget.  We will have protocol and language in 
place to use when someone is encroaching on our social space.   We will need to 
consider alternative arrangements for detentions and pupils working out of class. 
 
How do we share new school procedures with pupils? 
On the first day of school there will be assemblies for all pupils which will take place 
in year groups.  These will be recorded and shared via Google Classroom.  Pupils 
will be given information on  
 

● Health and safety. 
● Mental health and wellbeing. 
● Taking responsibility for their learning. 

 
These areas will continue to be a focus throughout the session. 



 
We need to have a shared language and protocol to use when we feel 
uncomfortable that someone is not adhering to social distancing. 
 
What will the procedures be for SQA results day and appeals? 
There is authority policy on this and a copy of the letter sent out to staff and parents 
attached.  Procedures are in place that will allow pupils to make enquiries about 
possible appeals without having to come into the school building.  Similar 
arrangements are in place for pupils wanting to request option changes.  
Authority SQA Appeals Policy  
 
 
Catering 
There will not be a breakfast or break catering service available so pupils are 
advised to make sure that they bring a snack for break.  
There will be a limited menu available at lunchtime.  Pupils will be encouraged to 
pre-order and use the cashless payment system.  
 
What if I feel unwell? 
If you, or someone in your household, are displaying symptoms, it is essential that 
you do not attend school.  You should self isolate and follow the guidance on NHS 
Inform and from Test and Protect. 
 
School staff will be classed as category 3 key workers and have priority access to 
testing. 
 
What if a pupil complains of feeling unwell? 
The office should be phoned immediately and the pupil sent down, there is then a 
clear procedure for the supervision of such pupils.  If pupils are over 16 they will be 
sent home immediately, if under 16, parents will be contacted to collect.  There will 
be a box of additional PPE materials kept in the office for dealing with any individuals 
displaying symptoms - this will include gloves, visors and disposable aprons. 
 
There is clear guidance and instruction for cleaning areas where a person who 
potentially has COV-19 has been. 
 
Outbreak management 
If a school has 2 confirmed cases of COVID-19 within 14 days then they are required 
to make prompt contact with their local Health Protection Team. 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uCIQurahBa6B4VvB6R-CzN1IDElsfKzs/view


What about Tuesday Afternoons? 
The Tuesday afternoon programme for this term will follow the same programme as 
August - October 2019. However, we will be organising extra targeted study classes 
for Senior Phase pupils. 
 
What about Study? 
The planned review of Study for Senior pupils did not take place due to lockdown 
and this will take place this year.  However, in the interim, departments may wish to 
offer study space within their department if timetables allow and these will be shared 
with pupils. 
 
What if infection rates rise? 
All schools are asked to have in place contingency plans should we need to return to 
partial or full school closures.  We have contingency plans that would allow pupils to 
attend for 25% or 50% of the time if social distancing for pupils is required.  All 
schools are asked to consider how prepared they would be for a return to online 
learning. 
 
What about the School Calendar, reports, parents’ nights? 
Many things that would routinely happen during the last term did not.  There will be a 
requirement for these to be completed and arrangements will put in place to allow 
this to happen.  All will obviously take into consideration the new demands and 
challenges resulting from COVID-19. 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


