
 
Grantown Grammar School 
 
Cromdale Road, Grantown-on-Spey PH26 3HU 
Tel:    (01479) 872649  
E-Mail:  grantown.grammar@highland.gov.uk 
Web Site: www.ggschool.com 
 
Mrs Claire McGonigal, Headteacher 
 
 
30 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Return to School in August 
At this stage we are very hopeful that the school will return with 100% of pupils in August. 
However, as I have said in earlier letters this is dependent on a number of factors and will be 
confirmed w/c 3 August 2020. Please pay attention to emails, the school website and the school 
facebook page during this week as all updates will be posted there. 
 
In the meantime, the following decisions have been made assuming we return with 100% of pupils. 
 
Short Phased Return 
 In order for our new S1 pupils to settle into school and to assist all pupils with the transition back 
to school, we will have a very short phased return as follows: 
 

Tuesday 11 August: Inservice Day 
Wednesday 12 August: S1, S5 and S6 
Thursday 13 August: S2, S3 and S4 
Friday 14 August: whole school 
Monday 17 August onwards: whole school  

 
I will not be publishing lists of 25% of the school groups as it seems that these are no longer 
needed.  If this changes, pupil lists will be shared w/c 3 August. 
 
Timetables 
All pupils will be issued with paper copies of their timetable on their first day back after the summer 
holidays. 
 
One way system 
This will remain in place to help pupils and staff become re-orientated when returning to crowded 
areas after this period of lockdown. 
 
Handwashing and PPE 
Pupils will be encouraged to wash their hands regularly.  There will also be hand sanitiser stations 
by every classroom for pupils to use on entry and exit.  
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Transport 
It has been confirmed that transport provision will be as normal if we all pupils are back in August 
with no social distancing.  Therefore I will not be publishing bus list groups for 25% of the school as 
they shouldn’t be needed.  Also thank you to all parents who offered to bring their children to 
school but again, hopefully this will not be necessary though we understand if you still wish to do 
this. 
 
Canteen 
We will still be operating a cashless system as far as possible.  Please can parents upload money 
to their child's account using the Highland Council link on the school website.  The school office will 
send you their SCN number by email, later this week.  Please note that money added electronically 
can take up to one week to credit your child’s account. If you cannot do this then please can you 
put any money into an envelope clearly marked with your child’s name, their class and the date 
and hand it to the Canteen staff.  Currently there is no breakfast or break canteen service 
planned.  Please make sure you send your child to school with suitable mid morning snacks. 
 
Staffing 
It is with huge sadness that we say goodbye to a number of staff at the end of the year.  We wish 
Tom Magowan the very best as he starts his new role as DHT at Fortrose Academy.  He has 
assured me that he will be back so we can say a proper goodbye to him but he will be much 
missed in the school.  We also say farewell to Jared Simpson who returns to his substantive post 
as Guidance Principal Teacher at Fortrose Academy.  Again, he will be much missed and has also 
promised to return so we can say goodbye properly.  Both Tom and Jared leave with our thanks 
and the knowledge that they will always have a warm welcome at GGS. 
 
We also wish our probationers well, Stewart Nicholson (Biology), Emily Berry (PE), Julie Bennetti 
(French) and Chloe Campbell (History). 
 
Kyle Noble is staying with us in the Art Department and we will be welcoming the following 
probationer teachers this year: 
 

Miss Bushe - Biology 
Mr Crawford - Geography 
Miss MacDonell - History and Modern Studies 
Mr Clark - PE and Outdoor Learning 
Miss Fernandez - Spanish and French 

 
We are also very happy to be welcoming Miss McIntyre back to the PE Department as a 
permanent member of staff. 
 
School Captain and School Vice Captain 
Congratulations to S6 pupil, Emily Strang who has been elected our new School Captain. 
Congratulations also to Lucy Edmondson who has been elected School Vice Captain.  The 
elections for House Captains are ongoing and results will be posted on the school website and 
Facebook page in due course.  I’m very much looking forward to working with the Senior Pupil 
Leadership team next year. 
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Finally, thank you for the continued support you have shown the school community over the past 
year.  I wish you and your family a very sunny and relaxing summer holiday and to reiterate how 
very much we are all looking forward to welcoming all of our pupils back to school in August. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Claire McGonigal 
 
Claire McGonigal 
Headteacher 
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