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Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Bridging the Gap in Maths - Supporting students following National 5 and National 5 
Applications of Mathematics, entering S5 and S6 in August 2020. 

Students are often 'taught to the test' so can have little conceptual understanding and still 
realise success by passing Units at National 4 by learning some tricks and lots of practice. 
This is not ideal preparation for a high stakes end of year exam like the SQA National 5, (N5), 
Mathematics course for some. In addition to this, due to the current, unprecedented situation 
we all find ourselves in regarding COVID 19, the majority of students across Scotland have 
had a teaching experience over the past 6 weeks which is completely alien to the majority of 
them, this includes Grantown Grammar students. Since joining the school just over 3 weeks 
ago, myself and the Maths Department, the Guidance Team and members of the Senior 
Management have worked collaboratively and tirelessly, identifying suitable pathways for all 
students to ensure they continue to study Maths to an appropriate level and realise success.  

The problems we face currently are, we have a number of students wanting to continue Maths 
in S5 or S6 who have had an ‘inferred pass’ at National 4, (N4), due to not completing the 
Units or requiring to re-sit elements of the N4 course.  Some have also had a disrupted 
learning experience during this year also, with the school having to appoint a Principal 
Teacher of Mathematics. Finally, all students have experienced a loss of highly effective, 
instructional classroom teaching at present; without continuity of learning for all and for some 
to miss the opportunity to demonstrate they met the required standards to allow them to 
proceed onto the N5 course, we are left in a predicament. 

As a consequence of not completing N4 which would give some indication of suitability for 
future courses, the Maths Department intends to introduce National 5 Numeracy, (N5 
Numeracy), to all students intending to follow either N5 or the equally weighted National 5 
Applications, (N5 Applications), course. We intend to start covering the required material now, 
picking topics we feel can be self-taught with remote support as we are aware of the timing 
implications if we leave the teaching until we start back, either before the Summer holidays 
which is looking increasing unlikely, or from an August resumption, hopefully. The N5 
Numeracy Unit will support both the N5 and the N5 Applications course and it will also help to 
identify students who are better suited to follow the theoretical and abstract pathway of N5, 
which can progress onto Higher Mathematics, or the more practical but potentially more 
accessible N5 Applications course.  
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If a student is not going on to study Higher Mathematics and finds topics such as Algebra and 
Trigonometry difficult, we would recommend N5 Applications, especially in light of the current 
situation. 

Secondly, it is imperative we manage expectations - students who historically might struggle 
to follow the N5 course will almost certainly find it more difficult this year due to the fact they 
have missed significant time in the classroom, the consequence of which will inevitably be a 
course delivered at a pace which is faster than normal to ensure depth and breadth of 
coverage, coupled to much more independent learning and home work. We are not afforded 
the luxury of repeating topics which are fundamental to extend their current understanding. 

To ensure our students commence their Senior Year Maths course prepared, we aim to; 

1 - Support everyone by providing the same content to learn between now and the Summer 
holidays to ensure consistency in learning. This will be prepared and provided by both Mr 
Sutherland and myself. 

2 - Provide additional, ‘bridging material’ which is compulsory to complete between now 
and the resumption of school for students we identify are better suited to the N5 
Applications course but want to follow the N5 course. 

3 - Obviously we also expect an exemplary attitude to learning and a performance in the N5 
Numeracy Unit in October which suggests they can cope with N5 Maths. 

In addition to the above, we might need to run compulsory additional sessions in the Autumn 
term (and beyond) for students struggling with the pace and content of N5 but are fully 
committed to and engaged with the course, or who don't do well in their N5 Numeracy Unit. 

We also intend to offer an optional weekly Help Club to all students, all year round. 

By providing flexibility over which pathways students can take, by supporting them to ensure 
they have the strongest possible chance of making up for a loss of normal teaching in 
classrooms and by offering some students whose pass at N4 was inferred the opportunity to 
demonstrate they have the required skills sets to succeed, we are confident we can provide 
Grantown students with the bespoke learning they require over the coming 12 to 24 months. 

If you have any concerns or questions regarding the above, please feel free to contact me via 
email below. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr C Mulgrew 
Principal Teacher of Mathematics 
Grantown Grammar School 
chris.mulgrew@grantowngrammar.org.uk 
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