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Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Thank you for your ongoing support over the past 3 weeks since the school closure.  I hope that all of 
you are safe and well.  As we approach the Easter weekend with no indication of the school fully 
opening any time soon, I want to address some of the questions you may have.  
 
I doubt any of us could have predicted this situation and, even now, things are constantly changing.  As 
a Headteacher, I do not receive any information from the government before you do and we are 
constantly adapting to try and make life as manageable as possible for families and staff in the school 
community.  May I say a huge ‘thank you’ for your understanding and support over the last 3 weeks. 
As parents/guardians, I know you will have many questions and in this letter I will try and answer what I 
can, based on the current situation.  
 
What should my child be doing in terms of school work?  
I want to be absolutely clear that families must do what is best for them.  We are living through difficult 
and unusual times and how you choose to organise your child’s day is entirely your decision.  There is 
enough stress and worry in our society without you feeling that you have to suddenly become teachers 
and deliver hours and hours of homeschooling, every day.  Teaching staff are preparing and uploading 
resources onto Google Classrooms, so work is available.  Whilst I would strongly encourage all 
children to keep up with what work is being set, you should manage this as best you can. 
 
S1-3 BGE Flexible TT - To help support pupils and teachers we have put together a flexible timetable 
for BGE pupils.  This will help to provide some structure throughout the week, what subjects to do each 
day and for how long.  I have emailed this timetable out to all pupils. 
 
Senior Phase pupils - After the SQA statement on 24 March there will still be some uncertainty 
among senior pupils.  Mr Ross issued a letter on Monday to try to clarify the current situation with SQA 
qualifications and there will be more information to come when we get more details. The SQA has a 
section on their website which outlines the latest information, support, and resources they are making 
available to ensure fairness for all learners and the safe and secure certification of qualifications this 
year. SQA COVID-19 SUPPORT 
 
I am currently working through senior phase options with pupils and will hopefully have most confirmed 
next week.  We have decided that we will be moving the current S3, S4 & S5 pupils up to their new 
subjects starting on Monday 20 April. This will allow most pupils to start their new subjects earlier 
than they would in a ‘normal’ year.  We have decided to move pupils up on Monday 20 April to allow 
teachers the first week back after the holidays to organise and plan.  
 
www.scholar.hw.ac.uk is a site designed to fit specifically into the Scottish Senior Phase curriculum 
and SQA courses and is a superb resource, proven to increase grades.  Current S4-6 pupils already 
have logins for this but we will be updating this soon to include current S3 pupils as they move to their  
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Senior Phase courses.  We will also move current S4-5 pupils onto their new levels and/or subjects 
soon.  We will contact pupils by email when this is set up.  If those currently enrolled cannot remember 
their login details, please contact their subject teacher or Mr Ross. 
 
Subjects which are delivered in school from Inverness College or a course that your child will be 
accessing at Inverness College will not be able to begin on this date and again we ask for your 
patience with this.  I will email pupils with more information next week. 
 
Beginning Monday 20 April, BBC Bitesize will publish daily online lessons for all ages. They will also 
have a new dedicated TV channel full of learning content, podcasts on BBC Sounds and loads of 
educational videos on iPlayer. 
 
Free School meals/Clothing Grant 
Free school meals FAQs - Please use this link for all information with regards to free school meals and 
clothing grants.  If your circumstances have changed and you wish to apply then you will find an 
application form here. 
 
Covid-19 (Coronavirus) and Keyworker Hubs: 
From Tuesday 14 April,  Aviemore Primary School will be used as a Childcare Hub for Key Worker 
families.  This provision will be open from 8am - 6pm, Monday - Friday.  To access, families will have 
had to apply and had a confirmation email.  If you have any questions about this please get in touch. 
 
Staying safe: 
The current Government advice is very clear. Stay at home. I understand that having had your children 
at home for a number of weeks without them having their usual freedom of movement could be a 
challenge, but there is a reason why we are being asked to stay at home - to protect our NHS and to 
save lives. 
 
Could I also strongly advise all parents to ensure that they are monitoring their child’s internet use, to 
check that they are safe online. The DfE has signposted the following links to support parents and 
carers to help keep their children safe online.  
 
These links are as follows: 
• Thinkyouknow (advice from the National Crime Agency to stay safe online) 
• Internet matters (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 
• Parent info (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 
• Staying Safe Online (support for parents and carers to keep their children safe online) 
• Net-aware (support for parents and carers from the NSPCC) 
 
Communication: 
The main form of communication throughout the school closure will be via the school website and 
Facebook page which is updated regularly.  I would also recommend watching the daily briefing from 
the Government each day as that is when new information is released.  As ever, please do not hesitate 
to get in touch through the school email for general enquiries: grantown.grammar@highland.gov.uk 
 
For any concerns or questions with regards your child please contact the support team directly: 
 
Jared Simpson, Acting Depute Head - jared.simpson@grantowngrammar.org.uk 
Lorna Crane, Additional Support for Learning - lorna.crane@grantowngrammar.org.uk 
Leonie da Costa, Guidance Teacher - leonie.dacosta@grantowngrammar.org.uk 
Mark Abenheimer, Guidance Teacher - mark.abenheimer@grantowngrammar.org.uk 
 
 
 

 Determination .responsibility .Creativity .Ambition .Respect 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BoiPVcxdE23apMh5OBgpwj5ZxsYso_fARy26L5UICEU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.highland.gov.uk/info/899/schools_-_grants_and_benefits/10/free_school_meals_and_assistance_with_clothing
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.mygov.scot/staying-safe-online/further-help/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
mailto:grantown.grammar@highland.gov.uk
mailto:jared.simpson@grantowngrammar.org.uk
mailto:lorna.crane@grantowngrammar.org.uk
mailto:leonie.dacosta@grantowngrammar.org.uk
mailto:mark.abenheimer@grantowngrammar.org.uk


Your support over the last few weeks has been incredible and I want to thank you for your 
understanding and patience. We look forward to welcoming your children back to school as soon as 
possible.  Please take care of yourselves and each other. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Tom Magowan 
Acting Head Teacher 
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