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Cromdale Road,  
Grantown-on-Spey 
PH26 3HU 
Tel: (01479) 872649   
E-mail: grantown.grammar 
@highland.gov.uk 
 
Website: www.ggschool.com 
 

Please contact the school 
office should you have any 
enquiries. 
 
We would also like to 
remind parents and carers 
to inform the office, if your 
child is going to be absent 
from school for whatever 
reason. 
 

Grantown Grammar 
School 

 

Welcome back! 
A very warm welcome back to school, for all our pupils and staff, 
especially our new S1’s and new members of staff.   
 
The new pupils have settled in very well and look as if they’ve been 
at Grantown for much longer than four weeks.  All pupils are now 
into the rhythm of school and working hard in classes, as well as 
achieving outside the classroom. 
 
We have several new members of staff this year, some permanent 
and some probationer teachers, who will be with us for one year.  
It’s great that we can continue to offer pupils such a variety of 
courses in the Senior phase of the School, which is partly due to our 
flexible approach to both timetabling and staffing.   
 
We’re all looking forward to another great year at GGS.  
Onwards and upwards! 
 
Mrs Claire McGonigal, 
Headteacher 
 
 

NEWSLETTER 
October 2018 

Our new staff at GGS are: 
 
Mrs E Broadhurst, 
Administrative Assistant 
Mr M Abenheimer, 
Guidance 
Mr L Mo, Mandarin 
Mr D Gete-Garrido, 
Spanish/ French 
Miss R McIntyre , PE 
Miss H McIver, Art 
Miss A Tinning, History 
Miss H Wight, 
Biology / Science 
Miss A Young, English 
 

Exam Success 
We had a great set of exam results this year, which continues the 
trend of the last few years.  The results have put GGS firmly in the 
top five best performing schools in the Highlands, excelling in 
particular, in S5 and Higher results.   
Over the past two years, we have focused on making sure that 
pupils have clear feedback on where they are and what they need to 
do to reach their targets.  We’ve tried to make sure that parents, 
pupils and staff work together to achieve the best results possible 
and we’re going to continue to do that this year, to make sure that 
we continue to push pupils to achieve all that they can.   
Look out for initiatives throughout the year for all year groups from 
S1 to S6, as we build on this academic momentum.    
Google Gradebooks, an app that pupils can use, will be the first 
initiative to be rolled out.  Watch this space! 
 
 

Parent Council, Office Bearer Vacancies 
There are currently two Parent Council, Office Bearer vacancies, Chair and Treasurer.  The Parent 
Council meets four to five times in the year, usually for an hour and a half.   
 
An active Parent Council can make a real difference in supporting the school and pupils, not just in 
fundraising but equally in offering support and advice regarding school improvement and other local 
issues.  If you can spare time, to either join the Parent Council as a regular member or become Chair 

or Treasurer, please come along to the Parent Council AGM on Thursday 8 November at 7pm.  

Refreshments will be available. 
 
If you would like more information about the role of the Chair or Treasurer position, Debbie Strang, the 

current Chair will be available in school at the Headteacher’s Surgery on Thursday 27 September 
between 4.30-6.00pm to answer your questions. 
 
 



Chromebooks 
The school wifi has been 
updated and we hope to 
have our Chromebooks 
delivered after the October 
holidays.  Before they are 
issued we will be asking 
both pupils and parents to 
sign a safe use contract.  
We will also be offering 
drop in sessions for parents 
to explore some of the ways 
they can be used in the 
classroom.  Dates for these 
sessions will be arranged 
once we have the 
Chromebooks in school.   
 

Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
We have had a very busy time with pupils, involved in Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh, successfully completing their 
qualifying expeditions over the last few weeks. 
The Bronze groups, after lots of planning had an excellent 
weekend walking from Ruthven Barracks to Glen Feshie and then 
on to Feshie Bridge to finish. They had good weather, a few too 
many midges on Saturday night, and great fun. Their navigation 
and camping skills were excellent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Silver Biking group of six pupils, were in a similar area for their 
fantastic expedition. They spent two nights and three days 
covering over 140km of tracks and trails. 
There are still the Silver walkers to complete their final expedition 
next weekend and we wish them good luck and good weather. 
 

 
  
 
 

Presentation 
There will be a presentation held in the school hall on Tuesday 
9th October at 7pm for all the Silver and Gold Expedition 
groups to showcase the highlights of their expeditions, to 
parents and friends. 
This is the final requirement before completing this section of 
their award. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sponsored Spooky 
Sprint

 
 

Friday 2 November  

Rather than a Santa Fun 
Run, this year we are doing 
Sponsored Spooky Sprint.  
Pupils will be doing a short 
walk, run or sprint of less 
than 10km, in full Halloween 
fancy dress to raise money 
for the Parent Council.  
Look out for the sponsor 
form and letter with more 
details, coming home in 
school bags. 
 

 



Mrs Knight, Mrs Crane and Mr Phin 
would like to thank all staff and 
volunteers who have helped to 
make these expeditions possible.  
We look forward to signing off each 
pupils completed award once they 
have uploaded all of their evidence 
to eDofE. 

The Gold Canoe group of six pupils 
made a descent of the River Spey 
from Aviemore to Spey Bay over 
four days and three nights. They 
were lucky enough to have 
following winds and reasonable 
water levels after such a dry 
summer. Their team work and skill 
level in the canoes was absolutely 
incredible. 
For each and every one of these 
pupils, involved in Duke of 
Edinburgh, they have achieved a 
huge amount and demonstrated 
their organisation, resilience and 
determination by journeying 
through our fantastic local area.  
Well done to them all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remembrance Sunday & 
100th Anniversary of 
the End of World War One 
 
This year Grantown Grammar 
School and our associated primary 
schools, are planning to work with 
Inverallan Church and the 
community churches to mark the 
100th anniversary of the end of 
World War One.   
Attached to this newsletter is a 
knitting pattern for poppies and, 
together with the church 
communities, we are hoping to 
have enough knitted poppies to line 
the route from Inverallan Church to 
the Strathspey War Memorial.   
Pupils will also be making paper 
poppies to form a cascade, 
hopefully from the Church Tower.  
If you would like to knit a poppy or 
help some of our pupils learn how 
to knit poppies, we would very 
much welcome your support. 
 
 

U15 Girls Rugby 
Nine girls from GGS and nine girls from the Gordon 
Schools, Huntly played as a combined team of “Grantown” 
and “Huntly” to form “Gruntly”. 
They took on The Community High School of Auchterarder 
in their first outing of the Scottish Schools Rugby Cup. The 
girls, who had not previously trained together as a group, 
put on a superb display of running, passing and tackling in 
the first half to ensure a 20-5 lead.   CHSOA, looked shell-
shocked, but were undeterred in the second half and 
displayed great grit to come back to within 3 points of the 
Gruntly girls, who were playing into the wind. However, a 
few determined runs from Alanah Davies and Rosie 
Broadhurst ensured that the ball never got back in the 
Gruntly 22 and when April Young, kicked the last ball out to 
touch, everyone breathed a sigh of relief. Despite a gallant 
comeback, last year’s U15 Scottish Cup winners were 
defeated and “Gruntly”  have progressed to the second 
round. Final score: Gruntly: 26 -  CHSOA :23 
 
 
 



Sporting Superstars 
The year has started well in terms of sporting success. Following on from the very exciting girls’ 
rugby in the Scottish Schools Rugby Cup, they also won the first Great Glen Rugby Festival, in 
Glenurquhart on Friday 14 September, after a hard fought afternoon of rugby against four other 
Highland schools. 
The boys’ U16 rugby team was unfortunately beaten by an older team from Trinity Academy.  
However, the GGS boys showed how tough and resilient they are against this older, more 
experienced team. It was a very impressive display. 
The boys’ U18 rugby team combined Kingussie with Grantown to create a Badenoch and Strathspey 
Team.  They were narrowly beaten by The Gordon schools in their match and move onto the next 
round, to play for the Plate. 
The senior boys’ football campaign has started well with GGS coming back from behind to draw with 
Kingussie High School on Monday 3 September.  Their next game is against Fortrose in the first 
wave of the North of Scotland Cup. 
Our senior boys’shinty boys’ team came fourth in the Great Glen Shinty Cup on Tuesday 25 

September.  The youngest team by over a year showed spirit and determination, achieving victories 
over several school.  All training for next year when the team will be the right age and stage to 
dominate!  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report from Highlife Highland 
Active Schools Co-ordinator 
Two young ambassadors 
attended the Sport Scotland 
Young Ambassadors Conference 
on Wednesday 19 September at 
the Kingsmills Hotel in Inverness.  
They discussed and planned how 
they could promote sporting 
opportunities within GGS.  
The GGS Ski team took part in 
the Autumn Dry Slope regional 
qualifiers held at Glenmore 
Lodge on Friday 15 September.  
The team came 2nd and qualified 
for the finals which will be held at 
Braehead, Glasgow on Thursday 
1 November. 
We have a new Table Tennis 
coach Koheleth Bailey, who has 
been putting the schools new 
table tennis tables to good use by 
offering sessions to all pupils on 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday lunchtimes. 
A team of three,S1 pupils are 
taking part in the Scottish 
Schools Indoor Slopestyle 
Championship, in Braehead, as 
we go to press , so we will have 
to wait and see how they get on. 
 
 

Senior Girls Netball 
On Monday 24 September, GGS girls played in the first 
round of the Scottish Schools Netball Cup. Their opponents 
Thurso, had left at 9.30am to make the long commute down 
to GGS and were eager for a good game. However, despite 
a much improved performance from the Thurso girls, the 
GGS girls were too dominant leading by 9 goals after the 
first quarter. With shooters; Evie Dingwall [GA] and Lauren 
Philip [GS] seemingly unable to miss a shot, it was very 
difficult for the Thurso girls to get back in the game and by 
half time the goal difference remained the same. A switch 
around in the third quarter with 5 of the original 7 GGS 
players swapping bibs with team mates, momentum and 
the team dynamic were changed, allowing the Thurso girls 
to pull back 10 goals in a short period. However, the 
comeback was short lived and with some excellent evasive 
sprints from Rhona Taylor [C] and aggressive defence from 
Molly Vaughan [WD]the win was never in doubt. They face 
their next opponent on Monday 1 October, Buckie High 
School.  
Final Score GGS: 41 - Thurso :22.  
. 
 
 



Home 
Economics/Hospitality 
 
Letters regarding costs 
for containers used in 
Home Economics and 
Hospitality have been 
sent home and 
unfortunately we haven’t 
received many of these 
back, could you please 
check you child’s bag and 
return to the office. 
Thank you. 
 
 
 

Extra Curricular Club 
 
There are a huge range 
of activities on offer at 
Lunchtimes from Sports, 
through to music, to more 
recreational clubs like 
Magic the Gathering. 
We are creating a list of 
the different clubs which 
run and will publish this 
shortly. 
If you would like to join a 
club, please pop along.  
You will be most 
welcome. 
 
 

TV Display Screens 
 
You may have 
noticed that we are 
now using the TV 
screens in the main 
corridor at school to 
keep pupils up to 
date with what’s 
going on in the 
school. 
If you would like to 
put a notice on the 
screens, please let 
Mr Magowan know. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

Diary Dates 
 
Thursday 27 September,  
7.30-10.00pm  
S1 - S3 Welcome Disco 
 
Tuesday 3 October    
S1 Snapshot Jotter and 
Interim Report issued 
 
Tuesday 9 October, 
7.00pm   
Duke of Edinburgh Pupil Presentations  
 
Monday 15 - Friday 26 October  
School holidays 
 
Thursday 1 November, 
7.30-10.00pm 
Halloween Disco 
 
 
 
 

Friday 2 November 
Sponsored Spooky Sprint 
 
Wednesday 7 November 
S4 Interim Report issued 
 
Thursday 8 November 
S2 Song Competition 
 
Thursday 8 November, 
7.00pm 
Parent Council AGM 
 
Thursday 15 November, 
6.00-8.00pm 
S4 Parents Night 
 
Tuesday 20 November 
S5/6 Interim Report issued 
 
Tuesday 27 November, 6.00-8.00pm 
S5/6 Parents Night 
 

School Show 
 
The school is slowly turning into a 
School of Rock as rehearsals for this 
year’s school show get underway.  It’s 
going to be another classic folks so put 
those show dates in your diary ready 
to buy tickets when they go on sale!  
Tuesday 18 December, Wednesday 19 

December and Thursday 20 December. 

 


