
 

 
 

 

PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER – SEPTEMBER 2015 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As we start our third week of what I am sure will be another successful year for Grantown Grammar School, 

I write to provide you with some important information and key dates for the session.   

 

This session we are focusing on supporting pupils to achieve even more through the introduction of a new 

termly Learning Log which we would like parents to get involved with.   

 

I also need to highlight, once again, that the current financial situation in the school is critical as a result of 

our falling roll and a negative carry forward from the previous year’s fall in roll.  If we hope to be able to 

continue to provide resources and experiences for our pupils at the level we have been doing in the past, 

then we need your continued support for the Parent Council Fund Raising efforts.   

 

As you will be aware from the Media, the inappropriate use of social media by some young people continues 

to be an issue nationally and one that we will continue to focus on as a school. 

 

You will find further information about these priority areas below, along with some important operational 

information. 

 

STAFFING UPDATE 

New Staff 

We welcome five new members of staff this year: 

Mr Gareth Saltonstall, Physical Education 

Miss Seonaide Sparey, English 

Mr Darren Tolan, History 

Mrs Emma McCrow, Biology & Science 

Mrs Moira Deveci is covering a part time vacancy in Modern Languages  

 

Congratulations to Mrs Amy Brown on the birth of her daughter – both Mum and baby doing well. 

 

GUIDANCE STAFF UPDATE 

There have been changes in the Guidance Department.  Mrs Nikki Grant has returned to full time working.  

Ms Jackie Sewell is now working part-time (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday).  Mrs Jo Blair is in Guidance 

on Monday and Mrs Claire McGonigal is available on Friday if any of Ms Sewell’s pupils would like to speak to 

a Guidance Teacher.  Below is a note of who your child’s Guidance Teacher is. 
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S1 CLASSES 

Parents of S1 pupils will have received a letter explaining the change in practical classes from three to two 

classes.  This altered timetable is now in effect and is working well. 

 

PARENT COUNCIL – FUNDRAISING  

We are very grateful to the Parent Council for their support in fundraising for the school.  The need has 

never been greater and I urge all parents to do what they can to support forthcoming fundraising efforts. 

These will be critical if we wish to continue to provide many of the opportunities which are at the heart of 

what we do at Grantown Grammar School.  Hopefully you will all have received a copy of the Parent Council 

Newsletter, issued last week, which provides information about some forthcoming events as well as the 

Lucky Number monthly draw.  If you did not get this information please check the Parent Council Website, 

or the school website (Information/Parent Council) for more information and Lucky Number application 

forms. 

 

PE/Outdoor learning Department Equipment Appeal 

I have enclosed a Gift Aid form along with a letter from the Parent Council about their Equipment Appeal to 

help us continue to provide our extensive Outdoor Learning Programme in the future.  I am aware that many 

of you will already have supported this appeal in the past but if you feel able to make a donation at this time, 

however small, then this would be very gratefully received.  Apologies to Parents of pupils in S1 and S2 who 

have already received this letter along with the John Muir Award information.  

 

Welcome Disco – Welcome to Hawaii! 

The S1-S3 Welcome Disco will take place on Thursday 17 September from 7.30-10.00.  The S6 have chosen 

Hawaii as this year’s theme so hopefully pupils will be able to dress to impress with Hawaiian shirts and leis 

if they want.   Tickets will be on sale soon.  The disco, which is designed as a welcome to our new S1 pupils, is 

free for S1 but they need to get a ticket from S6 pupils.  We hope that all S1-S3 pupils will be able to 

attend. 

 

Halloween Disco – Wednesday 4 November 

This event is normally on a Thursday but has been moved to Wednesday 4 November rather than clash with 

the fireworks on 5 November. 

 

Sponsored Walk/Run 

Hopefully you will have received the information and sponsor forms for the Sponsor Walk/Run which will be 

held on Friday 18 September.  This is our main fundraising event for the session and we ask that all pupils 

and parents support this to the extent to which they feel able.  Please take time to read the information 

letter and ensure your child returns the appropriate forms in advance of the deadline and help us provide 

the best possible resources for your child. 

 

Further fundraising possibilities will be discussed at the AGM in November.  Hopefully you will be able to 

make it along. 

 

PARENT COUNCIL – AGM AND INFORMAL SESSION:  

‘Everything you ever wanted to know about the Grammar School’ 

The Annual General Meeting of the Parent Council will be held on 3 November.  Prior to the AGM we will be 

hosting an informal discussion session to allow parents to find out everything they ever wanted to know 

about the school, but didn’t like to ask.  In this session my Deputes and I will give very brief responses to a 

range of Frequently Asked Questions.  If you have specific questions you would like included at that session 

then please drop them into the school office in an envelope marked Questions or post a message on the 

Parent Council website.  Refreshments will be served which will include Elaine’s wonderful home baking to 

allow you to find out first hand why our pupils enjoy the canteen cakes so much.  We do hope you can come 

along to show support for the volunteers on the Parent Council who do such an important job on behalf of 

your children. 

 

 

 

 



 

KEY DATES FOR SQA COURSES 

Following last year’s experience of new National courses combined with some new Higher courses, it was felt 

that pupils being aware of SQA deadlines for key pieces of work as early as possible is very important.  At 

certain times of the year there are deadlines for most courses and pupils should prepare in advance to avoid 

a bottleneck of work and the stress this can often bring. 

 

The table of key dates and accompanying messages about deadlines and verification of pupil work can be 

found on the school website www.ggschool.com in the following area: 

Information – Curricular Information - 2015-16 SQA Key Dates for Pupils 

Parents can play a key role in supporting their child to plan home study time to meet these deadlines.  Please 

take the time to support your child to achieve the best qualifications they can. 

 

KEY DATES FOR PARENTS AND LOCAL EMPLOYERS 

One of our improvement priorities for this session is to build further links with local employers and 

businesses to extend our provision of work related learning both for the benefit of our pupils and to support 

local businesses.  We are keen to involve as many local employers as possible at the following events: 

 

Employers Engagement Evening and Thank You – Wednesday 28 October 

An early evening social event with hospitality to: 

• provide information to employers about the work of the school, the new qualifications system and our 

aspiration for work related learning 

• thank existing partners and allow then to share their experiences of working with us  

• build on existing partnerships and establish new ones. 

 

Careers Fair – Tuesday 1 December 

An event for Pupils from S3–S6 and their parents to get career information directly from employers.  This 

event, organised by the Parent Council, was very successful last year and promises to be even bigger this 

year. 

 

LEARNING LOGS 

Hopefully your son/daughter will already have shown you the new Learning Log which will be issued termly to 

all pupils.  This takes the place of the old Student Planner.  A review of the Student Planners revealed that 

they were not well used and frequently lost during the school session.  We decided to adopt a system of a 

Learning Log which can be written specifically for Grantown Grammar and can be updated and issued termly.  

There are dedicated pages in the Learning Log for pupils to record feedback on how to improve in individual 

subject areas, as well as homework, achievements and key dates.  The key dates are especially important for 

pupils in the Senior Phase doing National Courses.  There is also a space for parents/guardians to sign the 

Learning Log in addition to the pupil and a member of the Senior Management Team.  We would urge you to 

check the Learning Log and sign it.  Research has shown that pupils who achieve their potential in school 

make regular use of Learning Logs, referring to feedback and organising their studies.  We hope that pupils 

will make more use of the Learning Log than the Student Planner.  SMT will certainly be doing regular 

checks! 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

Tempest Photography will be visiting the school on Monday 28 September.  All pupils will have individual 

photos taken but a letter will be sent home over the next two weeks to enable parents to request sibling or 

family photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ggschool.com/


 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

I’m sure that you have been aware, through the media, of the ongoing issues relating to social media among 

young people across the country.  Please can you make sure that you and your child/ren are aware of the 

school’s Personal Electronic Device Policy which is available on the school website (Information/Guidance and 

Policies), www.ggschool.com  Although we continue to address the issue of inappropriate use through ICT and 

PSE lessons, I’m aware that as technology moves forward we, as adults, are often playing catch up.  We will, 

therefore, be holding an Information Evening later in the year to help parents make sure that they have as 

up-to-date information as possible about issues associated with social media and e-safety. 

 

GOOGLE APPS FOR EDUCATION 

As part of a Highland-wide initiative some departments are learning how to use Google Classroom to allow 

pupils to access course information and assignments on any device via the internet, in or out of school.  As 

the term progresses pupils will be given their log-in details and instructions on how to join the classes that 

have gone live.  Google Classroom and Google Apps for Education allow pupils to submit work, and collaborate 

in real-time with other pupils and their teachers, using Google Docs and other applications via the Chrome 

browser.  Google Apps are free for pupils to use once logged in and auto-save, avoiding issues of lost work or 

emails not connecting.  We have only just started to learn how to create Google Classrooms, but hopefully 

pupils and parents will be able to access more classes and greater functionality as we ourselves develop our 

understanding of what is possible and what suits different subjects. 

 

STANDARDS AND QUALITY REPORT 

The annual Standards and Quality Reports for all Highland schools are now being prepared at the end of the 

session rather than in November as was previously the case.  Our Standards and Quality Report for session 

2014-15 is now available to view on the school website. 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about how we evaluate our work and how we plan for improvement 

you are encouraged to come along to the Parent Council School Dynamics Group meeting at 7.00pm on 

Tuesday 15 September.  

 

GGS CALENDAR 2015-16 (attached) 

 

Mrs Irene Carson 

Head Teacher 
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