
 

  
 
 

29 April 2015 
 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians 
 
It had been our intention to issue pupils with a Summary Report providing an overview of final SQA presentation 
levels and estimates grades for current courses.  Unfortunately, due to technical problems beyond our control, 
we were unable to produce this report prior to pupils starting the exam period so it has been enclosed for your 
information.    
Please share the report, and the information provided in this letter, with your son/daughter for information.   
 
I have also included with this pack, a letter from the Maths department explaining a change of course to replace 
the Life Skills Maths National 5 course following an evaluation of the new course this session.  If your child is in 
S5 or S6 and has opted for National 5 Life Skills Maths then please read this important information and contact 
the Guidance Teacher in the first instance if you would like to discuss this. 
 
Senior Phase Summary Report 

 Current Grades 1-7 only apply to National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher courses.  These grades on the 

report replicate the Estimate Grades which have been sent to the SQA. 

 For all other courses and levels a Current Grade 8 is used to indicate a Pass.   

 In all cases, a Current Grade 9 indicates that a pupil is at risk of failure.   

 If the Current Grade column is empty for an SQA course, this will normally be an indication that the pupil has 

not been entered for the full course this session e.g. they may be sitting the examination in 2016.  If you are 

concerned about a missing grade for a subject please contact the Guidance Teacher in the first instance. 

 Target Grades and Comments have not been used in the Summary Report. 

 
When does my son/daughter return to school after the exams? 

 Study leave runs for S5 and S6 until 1 June (as previously communication to you by Mrs McGonigal). 

 Study leave arrangements for S4 are as previously communicated to you by Mrs McGonigal.   

 1 June is an In-Service day for teachers.  Pupils should only attend on 1 June if they have an exam that day. 

 Pupils returning to school after the exams must return on Tuesday 2 June, unless they have later exams in 

which case their study leave is extended until their last exam. 

 
Senior Phase Induction 
Tuesday 2 June is an important induction day for new S4-S6 pupils where essential information about the Senior 
Phase is provided.  The afternoon will involve pupils in team building activities and all pupils are required to take 
PE kit with them for activities on the field. 
 
June is an important period of education for pupils in the Senior Phase and attendance is important.  While there 
are events going on which will take pupils out of some classes at some points during the month of June, teachers 
plan their work around this.  Please support the need for maximum attendance in June so that pupils get the best 
possible start in their new courses. 
 
Examinations 
At an assembly last week pupils were issued with the booklet ‘Your Exams 2015’ which includes important 
information about the exams and what happens should problems arise.  You are encouraged to look at this 
booklet, or the information available on the SQA website.  
Examinations are managed by SQA appointed staff, who makes all decisions with respect to the exams.  
However, the school can help if there are problems, as long as you contact us at the earliest possible 
opportunity. 
 
What/ 
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What if my son/daughter is unable to attend an exam? 
If there are any problems related to attendance for exams, parents (or pupil) should contact the school as soon 
as possible and ask to speak to Depute Head Mr Ross.   
 
The school can make an ‘exceptional circumstances request’ in the case of illness supported by a medical line 
from the GP or family bereavement, which results in a pupils being unable to attend, but the school MUST be 
advised of this before the exam starts. 
 
What if my son/daughter is going to be late for, an exam? 
If a pupil is at risk of arriving late for an exam the school should be contacted as soon as possible and the pupil 
should get into school as soon as they can.  No additional time can be allowed in the exam. However, if the 
school is contacted at an early stage then we should be able to make arrangements for the pupil to enter the 
exam room late.  Final decisions about this are made by the SQA staff. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances Requests 
An ‘Exceptional Circumstances Request’ will be considered in the event of absence or late arrival beyond your 
control.  In such circumstances evidence used for Estimate Grades is sent to the SQA for assessment. 
 
What if my son/daughter does not do as well as estimated? 
Once we get the exam results, we analyse them carefully.  Where there are concerns about a pupil having done 
significantly worse than estimated, we have a range of options available through the Post Results Service.  I 
have enclosed details of this Service and how it will operate in Grantown Grammar School.  It is particularly 
important that school leavers who have conditional acceptances for courses at University or College, take 
account of this information and contact Mr Ross as specified, if they wish to request a Priority Marking Review.   
 
What if my son/daughter wants or needs to change their options following exam results? 
All pupils return to school after the summer break on Tuesday 18 August.   
 
Pupils who would like to request a change of course for S5 or S6 must come into school at 11.00am on Monday 
17 August to discuss their course with me and their Guidance Teacher.   
 
No decisions about these course change requests will be confirmed until the courses of all pupils who attend at 
that time have been reviewed.  Decisions will not be made on a first come first served basis and requests from all 
pupils who sign in at the school office by 11.15am that morning will be considered together.   
 
Pupils (and any parents who wish to attend with them) should be prepared for a long wait if there are a large 
number of pupils wishing to review their options, as can often be the case.   
 
If you would like to discuss any aspect of this communication please contact me or one of the Depute Head 
Teachers. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Irene Carson 
Head Teacher 

 


