
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER – FEBRUARY 2014 

 

 

 

Date of S2 Parents’ Evening  

It would seem that we did not include the date of the S2 Parents’ Evening in our key dates at the start of 

the year.  Apologies for that oversight on our part.  Please note that the S2 Parents’ Evening will be held 

on Thursday 20 March, 6.00pm-8.00pm. 

 

 

 

Course Choice for Senior Phase – Issue of Reports and ‘Drop-In’ Parents’ Information Evening 

Parents of pupils in S4-S6 are advised that we plan to issue annual reports on Monday 10 March.  The 

reports package issued to pupils in S4 and S5 will include information about options for next session as 

well as an option form which must be returned by Monday 17 March at the very latest.  Late returns could 

disadvantage pupils in the event of courses being oversubscribed.   

 

The Information Booklet which will be issued with the package is already available to view on the school 

website.  It provides important information about the Senior Phase and also about individual subjects and 

courses offered.  Parents and pupils are asked to take time to read this information prior to completing 

the course choice form. 

 

We are offering a ‘Drop-In’ Information Evening for Parents (and pupils if they wish to attend) to provide 

an opportunity for parents to find out more about the new qualifications and pathways through the Senior 

Phase.  My Deputes and I will be available throughout the evening to meet with parents to answer 

questions or provide more information.  Two representatives from Skills Development Scotland (previously 

known as the Careers Service) will also be available to give specific careers information and show parents 

how to access the extensive information available on the My World of Work Website which includes a 

section specifically for parents.    The evening will be informal, with no set appointment times.   

Tea/coffee will be available throughout the evening as will access to further information through leaflets 

and displays.  The ‘Drop-In’ Information Evening will take place on Wednesday 12 March from  

5.30pm-7.30pm. 

 Reports Issued – Monday 10 March 

 ‘Drop-In’ Information Evening – Wednesday 12 March:  5.30pm-7.30pm 

 Options Return Deadline – Monday 17 March 

 

 

 

New National Qualifications 

Pupils in S4-S6 have been sitting ‘Prelim’ examinations over the past few weeks. With significant changes 

to the appeals process, the main purpose of the Prelims has been to provide a valuable examination 

experience in advance of the formal diet in May.  For pupils in S4 and some in S5/S6, the Prelim period 

has involved assessment in line with the new National Courses (which replaced Standard Grade and 

Intermediates), with some assessments replicating the format of the final exam and others focussed on 

the Added Value Unit.  (continued overleaf) 
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New National Qualifications (continued) 
Based on information which was available to us at the start of the session, it was our policy to start most 

pupils off in joint National 4/5 level in most courses with the intention of confirming their level of 

presentation later in the year.  Unlike Standard Grade examinations, where pupils were presented at two 

levels by default, pupils can only be presented at one level for the overall course award in the National 

Courses.  They can, however, achieve Units at more than one level.  As our policy has always been to 

inform parents of any change of presentation level, a large number of letters went home following the 

prelim to advise parents that pupils were recommended to do the course award at National 4 rather than 

National 5.  Pupils who have not been working as hard as they should have been are realising that they will 

need to put in a lot more effort to achieve the appropriate level this session.  However, our approach 

appears to have left pupils who have been working very hard and doing their best with a feeling that they 

are failing rather than recognising that they are doing well and achieving at a level which is appropriate to 

them at this stage, something which we are endeavouring to address. 

If a pupil is being presented for a course award at National 4, they may well be sitting additional units at 

National 5 and can progress in the subject area in subsequent years if they wish.   I appreciate that this 

is complex and frankly difficult to explain!  Hopefully the Senior Phase reports which are due to be issued 

shortly will provide useful information but if you would like further general information about how the 

new system works then please come along to meet with a member of the Senior Management Team at our  

‘Drop-In’ evening detailed above. 

 

 

 

 

S4–S6 Examination Diet and Extended Home Study Arrangements 

With the changes to the qualifications framework, a blanket approach to study leave for the whole exam 

period, as has been the case in the past, is no longer considered to be the best use of this time for a 

significant number of pupils.  I am, therefore, taking this opportunity to clarify expectations and 

entitlements for the examination period. 

 

The SQA exams start for the majority of our pupils on Wednesday 30 April, with English exams.  The 

first examination for pupils who take Modern Studies is Tuesday 29 April.  Please note the following 

arrangements which will apply during the exam period: 

Monday 28 April 

 S6 pupils are all on Extended Home Study, their last timetabled day in school will be Friday 25 April. 

 S5 pupils who are sitting the Modern Studies exam on Tuesday 29 April will be on Extended Home 

Study. 

 All other pupils in S4 and S5 should be in school and will follow their normal timetable. 

Tuesday 29 April 

 All pupils in S4 – S6 will be on Extended Home Study with the exception of those coming in for the 

Modern Studies exam. 

Wednesday 30 April – Monday 2 June 

 For the examination period, the majority of pupils will be on study leave for most of the days they are 

not sitting an SQA exam.  However, we will be running a timetable during this period which will require 

some pupils to be in school on specific dates for organised curricular events or assessments.  Our 

programme will mainly be targeted at pupils working at National 4 level (as there are no external 

examinations at that level) and will include such things as field trips, Added Value Assessments and 

possibly work placements.  This period of time will also be used to allow pupils on the borderline for a 

National 5 qualification, the opportunity to complete the Value Added Assessment at National 4 where 

it is felt that this is appropriate.  A timetable for this period will be issued at a later date.            

 Pupils sitting an examination will be entitled to an Extended Home Study day, the day before an exam 

unless they are sitting another exam. 

(continued overleaf) 
 

 

 



 

 

 

S4–S6 Examination Diet and Extended Home Study Arrangements (continued) 
 When pupils are on Extended Home Study, they may attend school for study if they wish.  Please note 

that pupils wishing to take up this option should sign in at the school office at the start of each day 

and sign out when they leave.  A designated room will be made available for study unless individual 

arrangements are made with departments.   

 School Dress code should be complied with when pupils come in to school for exams or for study during 

the exam period.   

 School transport – the contract for school transport applies to the normal school bus runs only.  Most 

drivers will accept the bus pass at other times in the day for pupils who are doing exams and who are 

in school uniform.  Pupils travelling outwith the normal bus runs are advised to have a bus fare at hand 

just in case and should report any problems to the school office. 

 

 

 

Internet Safety Talks to pupils 

On Tuesday 4 February (Safer Internet Day), pupils in S4-S6 benefitted from a very informative 

presentation from Stuart Mackellaig of Police Scotland, who alerted them to both the benefits and the 

dangers of the Internet, particularly with respect to the legal situation regarding what they and others 

post on line.  I am pleased to advise you that Stuart will return to talk to pupils in S1-S3 to make a similar 

presentation.   

 

 

 

Drugs Awareness Evening Date 

An awareness raising evening for parents of young people in Badenoch and Strathspey, with input from 

Education, Police Scotland and Youth Action is currently being planned with possible evenings in Kingussie, 

Aviemore and Grantown.  This will include information about new psychoactive substances (commonly 

known as legal highs).  The dates for these events are yet to be confirmed but at this stage I am 

anticipating that the event in Grantown Grammar School will be held on the evening of Monday 28 April so 

you might want to put a note in your diary as a provisional date. 

 

 

 

Parent Council News 

The Grantown Grammar School Parent Council Facebook page is now available. The plan is for the Parent 

Council to let you know when information about the school and school events is available, so notifications 

will appear on their Facebook page very soon after the information is put into schoolbags. There will be 

links to where you can find information on the web. 

  

If you like to receive information by e-mail, then look at the advice on that page about how to set up 

'notifications'. Facebook can send you an e-mail when you have a notification. 

  

The Parent Council's new website is also now up and running. You can reach it by a link from the Facebook 

page or by clicking on the Parent Council box at the bottom of the welcome page on www.ggschool.com. 

There is also a 'Blog' on that site so questions can be asked about the School and the Parent Council.  

Routinely the questions and answers will be shared.  Help on registering an ‘account’ with a screen name to 

make comments is available on the Parent Council website. 

  

Please bear with the Parent Council Communication Group if there are teething problems with the site 

whilst it settles down. If you find a bug, why not comment via the blog? 

(continued overleaf) 
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Parent Council News (continued) 
We are very grateful to the parents who have taken time to set up the new website and Facebook page in 

an effort to improve communications for parents of all pupils in the school.  Hopefully you will support 

their efforts and visit the site.  

 

The Parent Council is also thanked for their ongoing support with fund raising.  With the aid of the funds 

they have raised through past events the boys’ Rugby Teams will soon be getting new strips. They have 

also approved the purchase of new Projection Equipment and Screen for the school hall and are working 

with us on the best solution. Watch for developments on their Facebook page. 

  

Together with the school they have been running a competition to design a logo for the Parent Council.  

Thanks go to all pupils who have contributed an entry. They will let you know the winner soon via their 

Facebook page, so please ‘like’ the page.  

  

The next Parent Council meeting is on Monday 17 March at 7pm and is open to any parents who have any 

ideas that would benefit the school. 

 

 

 

Unclaimed ‘lost’ property 

As happens every year, a large number of items of clothing get left lying around the school.  Such items 

are kept by the janitors as lost property to be claimed as appropriate.  Every now and again this builds up 

to such an extent that we need to remove it and we are at that stage now.  All items of unclaimed 

property will be put on display on the stage from lunchtime on Wednesday 12 March.  Parents who know 

they are missing items of clothing are invited to have a look at the unclaimed clothing at any time between 

4.15pm and 7.30pm on Wednesday 12 March.  Alternatively, please contact the school janitor regarding 

any missing items of clothing before 12 March. 

The plan would be to put all unclaimed items into the Barnardo’s Charity container in Burnfield Square on 

Thursday 13 March. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs I Carson 

Head Teacher 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY DATES AND EVENTS 

S4-S6 Reports Issue Monday 10 March 2014 

S3 Pupils – Deadline for Return of Options for S4 Friday 28 February 2014 

S4/S5 Pupils – Deadline for Return of Options for S5/S6 Monday 17 March 2014 

Lost Property available for viewing Wednesday 12 March 2014 

4.15pm-7.30pm 

‘Drop-In’ Senior Course Choice Information Evening   Wednesday 12 March 2014  

5.30pm–7.30pm 

Parent Council Meeting Monday 17 March 2014  

S2 Parents’ Evening Thursday 20 March 2014 

6.00pm-8.00pm 

Drugs Awareness Presentation 

 

Provisionally Monday 28 April 2014 

– to be confirmed 

Disco Thursday 27 March 2014 

 

 

 



 


