
 

 

 

  

 

 
PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2014 

 

 

Many of you will already be aware that I have injured my left arm – again, I hear some say.  The injury is not 

related to my previous shoulder injury - this time I have broken my upper arm. Hopefully, I will be out of the 

splint in another six weeks or so. While I am working as normal, please appreciate it takes me much longer 

than usual to do everything and my dress code is necessarily more casual than I would like.  

 

There is much information and forthcoming events to share with you as we approach the Christmas break.  

Please take time to read this and share with your child. 

 

Key Dates 

In September, I issued term dates with an apology for not giving out this information in the newsletter 

issued in August as planned.  It is only recently that I realised that the oversight not only related to term 

dates, but also to information about all our key dates for the session.  Once again I can only apologise for an 

error which came as a direct result of the pressure we were (and still are) under due to the need to move to 

a different Management Information System (MIS) which is beset with problems.  Key dates for the 

remainder of the session are appended to this newsletter.  They will also be posted on the calendar on the 

school website: www.ggschool.com 

  

Get your tickets early to avoid disappointment 

Christmas Music Concert, Thursday 11 December, 7.30pm 

An evening to showcase the musical talent of pupils at Grantown Grammar School.  Come along and enjoy 

what will undoubtedly be a lovely evening. 

Tickets - £5 Adults, £3 Concessions (available from the School Office).   

 

School Show – Gregory’s Girl Musical 

Many pupils have been working hard rehearsing for what promises to be another fantastic Grantown 

Grammar School Production.  Tickets for our shows tend to sell out quickly so if you want to go, buy your 

tickets soon! 

Show dates: Tuesday 16, Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 December. 

Tickets - £6 Adults, £4 Concessions (available from the School Office) 

 

EMA Payments 

I am aware that a number of EMA payments were not made to pupils last month.  A problem with the new 

MIS system meant that payments, which were authorised as far as the school was concerned, did not appear 

to be authorised at the Payment Centre.  While it is still unclear what caused this problem, the matter has 

been investigated and we have been assured that payments and back payments will now be processed.  

Apologies to all families affected by this. 
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Adverse Weather Arrangements 

On Friday last week, Highland Council updated guidance related to adverse weather.  As a result, we have 

had to update our guidance to parents and the new guidance is enclosed.  Please destroy the guidance issued 

in September.  Please note that the School Closure Information Line is now the main information point for 

parents rather than via the School Closure Website.  The main changes have been highlighted in bold in the 

attached document. 

 

Adverse weather can impact on learning, and closure days, or extended absences for pupils who live in 

remote areas who cannot get in to school, can cause stress, particularly to pupils working towards National 

Qualifications.  Parents are reminded that pupils can access a number of websites which will allow them to at 

least consolidate what they have been doing in school.  Please encourage pupils to spend some time on this on 

occasions when they cannot get in to school.  Pupils in S4-S6 who do not have Internet access at home, and 

live in a remote area that is likely to mean that they may be unable to get in to school in adverse weather, 

should contact me directly to allow me to consider how we can support learning in such circumstances. 

Relevant websites include: 

Glow, BBC Bitesize and Scholar.  Pupils will soon have access to a new Maths resource which will be 

accessible from the school website – information below.  

 

New maths resource for pupils to use at home  

A link to Whiteboard Maths will shortly appear on the school website. This is an interactive suite of 

resources including powerpoint lessons, worksheets and activities covering classwork and extension at all 

levels from S1 through to Advanced Higher Maths. Pupils will be given a username and password to access 

Whiteboard Maths from a PC or laptop at home. It will be a great help for pupils when consolidating 

classwork, revising for exams, catching up on work missed through absence or looking to extend their 

knowledge of maths.  

 

Curriculum Pathways and Support 

We are fast approaching the time when pupils in S3 to S5 will be making important subject choices for next 

session.  They have already been getting support towards this in PSE, and this will continue.  Pupils have 

access to the Skills Development Scotland website and parents are strongly encouraged to use this website 

to discuss with their child, their thoughts about the future.  We are also keen that parents come along to 

our Information Evenings as much has changed in recent years of which parents should be aware.   

 

Curriculum Pathways Information for Parents of Pupils in S3 

Wednesday 11 February is the S3 Parents’ Evening with teacher appointments available from 6.00-8.00pm.  

On that evening we will also be running an information presentation for parents at 5.30-5.50pm, repeated at 

7.30pm.  There will also be an open door with Senior Management staff available to answer questions about 

National Qualifications and Senior Phase Pathways. 

 

Parents’ Information Evening for Parents of Pupils in S4 and S5 

On Thursday 12 February we are running an Information Evening for parents of pupils moving into S5 and 

S6.  This information evening will cover important information including Senior Phase options and the likely 

impact of the reduced roll and budget cuts, positive transition routes from school, including information 

about different routes to a degree qualification and the University application process. 

 

Careers Fair 

I am grateful to our Parent Council for organising a Careers Fair on the evening of Tuesday 20 January.  

Representatives from a range of employment areas will be in attendance and parents of pupils in S3 to S6 

are strongly encouraged to attend with their child.  More details are on the enclosed flier from the Parent 

Council. 

 

 



 

 

With only 44 pupils coming in to S1 next session, our roll is projected to fall to around 324 – a drop of 25% 

from our roll in only 3 years.  This will have a direct impact on the courses we will be able to offer to pupils 

in the Senior Phase.  I am currently looking at where essential staff cuts can be made and which subjects 

will need to be removed from our curriculum.  The need for cuts due to the falling roll will be exacerbated 

by the anticipated 1% cut in secondary staffing entitlements. 

 

SQA Exam period 

Changes to the Qualifications Framework mean that study leave for the entire exam period for all pupils is 

no longer appropriate.  While there will be some home study opportunities for pupils sitting National 5, 

Higher or Advanced Higher examinations, most pupils will be expected to be in school for much of this time.  

The Council is currently working on guidance for schools for this period of time and more detail will be 

provided when we have this information. 

 

Holidays taken outwith the mormal school holiday period 

Attached is a letter from Jim Steven, Head of Education – Care & Learning asking for your support in not 

planning family holidays during term time.  Please be aware that I am not in a position to authorise such 

absences unless there are exceptional circumstances agreed in advance.   

 

Cashless Catering System  

The Catering Service has asked me to remind you that payment can be made online for school meals. Details 

on how to do it is available on the following website: 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/9/school_meals/2 

Christmas Lunch will be on the menu on Wednesday 17 December. 

 

Safety Concerns 

Cycling Safety Concerns 

I have enclosed a copy of a letter I received from a local driving instructor, expressing concerns about the 

behaviour of some pupils who are cycling to and from school.  Such concerns have also come to me from 

parents and staff.  Their behaviour is clearly putting themselves and others at risk. It is also breaking the 

law.  I have already been in contact with Police Scotland to help us improve cycling safety, but I remind you 

that parents have the main responsibility here.  If your child cycles to school at this time of year, at the 

very least they must have and use working bike lights.  I would also strongly urge them all to wear a cycle 

helmet and reflective clothing.   

They should also know the rules of the road with respect to cycling.  If your child is not clear about this 

then please do not permit them to cycle to school.    

 

Safety on the buses 

We all have a responsibility to ensure that our children are safe and protected coming to and from school. 

With no supervision on our school buses it becomes essential that buses are as safe as possible for travel 

and that behaviour and conduct are of the highest order.  I have concerns that some pupils continue to 

ignore the requirement to wear a seatbelt on the bus.  This is a particular concern in winter months when 

the roads can be icy.  Not too long ago, two of our school buses went off the road in icy conditions.  

Thankfully there were no injuries, but things could have been very different.  If your child uses school 

transport, please reinforce this important message. 

 

Snowballing 

At Grantown Grammar School we expect all pupils to comply with our clear policy on snowballing.  While we 

encourage pupils to enjoy the snow, an unexpected snowball in the eye can result in a serious injury. Basically, 

with one exception, snowballing is not acceptable anywhere in the school grounds, at bus stops or on the way 

to and from school/shops.  Pupils are, however, permitted to throw snowballs with other willing participants, 

but only at the bottom end of the school field, well away from paths and fences.  Pupils who ignore this 

directive could face serious consequences.   

Pupils who do not want to be near snowballs should keep away from the snowballing area. 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/info/878/schools/9/school_meals/2


 

 

S3 Residential Trip 

S3 recently went to Badaguish for a residential experience where they participated in a number of 

different activities which included geography fieldwork, team building, canoeing, orienteering or mountain 

biking and a hill walk up and over the Chalamain Gap.  There was a clear focus for staff to extend pupils’ life 

skills by working as a team with their teachers and other pupils to ensure everyone’s stay away from home 

was a really positive experience.  The feedback from pupils was very positive and they were a credit to 

themselves, their families and the school.  More detailed information about this trip will be issued 

separately to parents of pupils in S3. 

 

You may have read the disappointing news last week, that the Highland Council no longer has the lease for 

the Badaguish Lodges we used for this residential.  It seems that our S3 pupils were one of the last groups 

to benefit from this fantastic facility at such affordable prices. 

 

Fundraising 

Support from parents with fundraising efforts, often in partnership with the Parent Council, is increasingly 

important as our roll falls and budgets are reduced.  In order to allow us to continue the many opportunities 

we offer to our young people, we need to raise funds to pay for such things as transport and specialist 

resources.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank local businesses for their support.  When asked by the Parent 

Council recently if they could donate an item for hampers, every single business responded positively 

resulting in many more items than needed for the hampers.  We have also recently had a significant donation 

of an ONZO Trials Bike to support our fund raising efforts.  We have, therefore, agreed that in order to 

maximise the fundraising potential, we will run a separate raffle after Christmas to be drawn around Easter.  

Details about this raffle will follow. 

 

Please note the following fundraising events: 

 

Santa Fun Run – Tuesday 16 December 

Information and sponsor forms for this event were issued by schoolbag mail last Thursday.  It is essential 

that all forms are returned by Thursday 11 December, whether or not a pupil has any sponsors and that 

funds raised are returned before the Christmas break wherever possible.   

 

Parent Council Christmas Hampers Raffle 

The Parent Council will be running a raffle for Christmas Hampers at the forthcoming School Shows. 

 

The Recycling Factory 

Attached is a leaflet giving information how to help Grantown Grammar School raise funds by recycling 

inkjet and toner cartridges, mobile phones and electronic gadgets.  Every little helps! 

 

Charity 

Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Programme 

S2 will be developing their enterprise, literacy, numeracy and social skills in the New Year by following our 

Youth and Philanthropy Initiative Programme in various classes.  Pupils will research local grassroots 

charities that address areas of local social concern, visit those charities to see the work they do and give 

presentations on this experience. In previous years the most effective presentations have been those from 

teams who have managed to visit the charity they have chosen to support. We can only do this with support 

from parents in terms of taking pupils to visit their chosen charity, either during a school day, a holiday or 

on a weekend. Pupils benefit a lot from these experiences so any help parents can give will be very gratefully 

received.  

The team that gives the most effective presentation gets to give a £3000 grant to their charity with the 

financial support of the Wood Family Trust and co-sponsors. 

 

 



 

 

As part of the programme this year we plan to run a Charity Market Place where representatives from local 

charities will have the opportunity to come to the school to inform pupils about the work of their charity.  If 

you are involved with a registered charity and would like to be involved, please send me contact details. 

 

S6 Fundraising 

S6 pupils raise funds for charities of their choice.  So far, this year, Children In Need and Poppy Scotland 

have benefitted from their efforts.   

 

S6 Hampers 

S6 are about to ask pupils to donate items for their Christmas Hampers for local elderly residents.  The 

more donations they get, the more people who benefit.  Hopefully you can help.  See enclosed letter from 

S6. 

 

 

 

Mrs Irene Carson 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Grantown Grammar School 

 

Key Dates 

 

Christmas Dance S1-S3 Monday 8 December 2014  

Christmas Music Concert Thursday 11 December 2014 

Senior Prom S4-S6 Friday 12 December 2014 

Santa Fun Run Tuesday 16 December 2014 

School Show – Gregory’s Girl Tuesday 16, Wednesday 17 & Thursday 18 December 2014 

End of Term Friday 19 December 2014 

Start of Term Monday 5 January 2015 

Careers Fair Tuesday 20 January 2015 

Prelim Exams Monday 26 January – Thursday 5 February 2015 

S3 Reports issued Friday 30 January 2015 

S3 Parents’ Evening & Information  Wednesday 11 February 2015 

S4/S5 Parents’ Information Evening Thursday 12 February 2015 

Mid Term Holiday Monday 16 & Tuesday 17 February 2015 

In-service Day  

(school closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 18 February 2015 

Senior Phase Reports issued (S4-S6) Monday 9 March 2015  

S2 Parents’ Evening Thursday 19 March 2015 

Disco Thursday 26 March 2015 

End of Term Thursday 2 April 2015 

Start of Term Monday 20 April 2015 

SQA Exams Tuesday 28 April – Thursday 4 June 2015 

May Day Holiday Monday 4 May 2015 

S2 Reports Issued Friday 15 May 2015 

In-Service Day 

(school closed to pupils) 

Monday 1 June 2015 

Start of new timetable Tuesday 2 June 2015 

Senior Graduation  Thursday 11 June 2015 

S1 Reports Issued Friday 12 June 2015 

Sports Day Monday 29 June 2015 

Music Concert   Tuesday 30 June 2015 (tbc) 

Sports Awards Wednesday 1 July 2015 

End of Term  Thursday 2 July 2015 

 

  


