
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER – DECEMBER 2013 
 
 

As we move swiftly towards the Christmas Break, I write to you to provide some important information and 

key dates.  Parents are asked to share this information with pupils. 

 

Staffing 

Mr Ruairidh Ross will join us as Depute Head Teacher on Monday 9 December.  He will have year group 

responsibility for S2, S4 and S6.  However, the interim arrangements, as detailed in the last newsletter, will 

continue until the Christmas break. 

 

Communication between School and Home 

We have recently reviewed our policy with regard to ‘school bag’ mail and have decided to use our school 

website to include notification of school bag mail (as we have been doing for some time) and also endeavour 

to include copies of general documents which are issued to year groups or to the whole school. 

 

Over the last few months we have been working with the Parent Council to improve our communication 

processes.  The new Parent Council Website is almost ready for publication and will include links to a 

Facebook page.  Parents who subscribe to the Parent Council Facebook page will get automatic notification of 

publication of ‘school bag’ mail.  The Parent Council Communication Group hope to have their new system up 

and running early in the New Year (or perhaps sooner).  I will update the News Feed on our website to inform 

you when this goes live. 

 

Standards and Quality Report 

The school website has been updated to include the most recent Standards and Quality Report and School 

Improvement Plan which I am required to share with parents annually.  An extensive summary of wider school 

achievements has been included as an appendix to the report and I commend it to you.  If you do not have 

easy Internet access and would like a hard copy of these documents please contact the school office. 

 

Information about the Scottish Curriculum  

I have enclosed a leaflet provided by the Scottish Government entitled ‘Great Learning in Scotland’ which 

provides further information about the curriculum. 

 

Understanding Qualifications in the Senior Phase 

At a recent Parents’ Evening, it became clear that some parents were unsure about the structure and 

requirements of some of the qualifications pupils are working towards.  As a result we have put together a 

Senior Phase Fact Sheet which we think should help.  It also sign-posts routes to more detailed information.  

We will update this Fact Sheet on the website should other common questions arise.  Hopefully this will be 

of value, but as always, your feedback is welcome. 

 

A new guide from the SQA for parents entitled "New Qualifications — New Opportunities for your Child”  

can be downloaded from: 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/SQA_CfE_parents_guide.pdf 

(Hard copies can be requested from the school office) 
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SQA Exams – Significant Changes to Appeals Process 

Pupils in S4-S6 will be taking their Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) national examinations in May.  

Parents and pupils should be aware of the following changes in SQA procedures:  

All qualifications (new Nationals, future Highers/Advanced Highers and existing 

Intermediates/Highers/Advanced Highers) are now subject to the SQA’s Results Service, which has 

replaced the old appeals system.  The emphasis is now firmly on performance in the final assessments - prior 

performance in prelims etc. will only be considered in cases where exam/assessment performance has been 

affected by Exceptional Circumstances (e.g. serious illness, bereavement).  However, prelims continue to 

provide important exam experience for pupils and assessment evidence for teachers.  Prelims for pupils will 

start week beginning 20 January.  Prelim timetables will be issued in due course. 

SQA have provided a leaflet explaining the changes and the new system.  It can be downloaded from: 

http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/FA6669_SQA_Results_Services_A5_8pp_brochure_web.pdf 

(Hard copies can be requested from the school office) 

 

School Calendar 

As part of our attempts to continue to improve communication, we are now using the Google Calendar on the 

home page of the school website, to highlight key dates for important events, including many senior phase 

assessments (including NABs) and deadlines.   

 

Parents and pupils are advised to check this calendar regularly.  It is also easy to subscribe to this calendar, 

if you want these events to appear in Outlook, iCal, your own Google Calendar or on devices such as iPhones 

and iPads.  Search on Google for "Subscribe to Google Calendar" and you'll be able to find instructions.  The 

school's calendar address is 08009880@uhi.ac.uk. 

 

Key Dates for the next few weeks have been included at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Concerns about Substance Abuse 

Further to my letter to all parents on 17 September, I wish to advise you of our plans with respect to 

enhancing our drugs education provision.  Mr Bray, Head Teacher of Kingussie High School, and I have 

realistic concerns that young people in Badenoch and Strathspey are at risk of substance abuse in the local 

community. These concerns include young people experimenting with alcohol, drugs and the more recent 

phenomenon of what is sometimes termed ‘legal highs’ or ‘legal intoxicant’.  As a result we will be working 

together over the coming weeks and months to provide comprehensive and up-to-date drugs and alcohol 

education. Planned provision includes demonstrations, assemblies with input from appropriate agencies, 

professional development for teachers and parents’ education evenings.  We will be working in partnership 

with the police both in terms of education and enforcement.  Indeed, we look forward to a visit, in the not 

too distant future, from a police dog team who will provide a real life demonstration of how the Drugs Dogs 

operate.   

 

‘The Strathy’ has also been asked to help us pass on information to the community about legal highs and 

other substance misuse and what to look out for. 

 

Concerns for the Safety of Cyclists 

I continue to be contacted by staff, parents and members of the public concerned about the safety of young 

cyclists.  The concerns about safety have increased since the clocks changed and relate to: cycling without 

lights or hi-vis clothing, cycling on pavements or on wrong side of roads, swerving along roads in groups, doing 

wheelies along main roads and crossing at junctions without checking traffic.  While most of these 

behaviours are in contravention of road traffic laws and could lead to cyclists being charged, my main 

concern is for the safety of young people and I urge you to discuss the issues with your son/daughter if they 

use a bicycle.  I have enclosed a letter I received recently from a local driving instructor for your 

information.     
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Winter Safety on Canals and Near Water 

I have been asked to share the attached document from Scottish Canals which highlights the dangers for 

young people when near open water.  Please bring the advice in this document to the attention of your 

son/daughter. 

 

School Uniform  

The Pupil Council has raised school dress code as an issue with Depute Head, Mrs McGonigal.  In their recent 

meeting they discussed the pros and cons of tightening up on school uniform and are considering matters 

further, prior to deciding on whether or not to conduct a full dress code consultation in the New Year.  In 

the meantime they have asked that staff enforce uniform expectations more rigorously.  

 

One of the issues discussed was who should be wearing shirts and ties.  Previously this was part of the dress 

code for senior students only.  However, it would seem that some younger year groups are now also keen on 

wearing shirts and ties.   

 

While I would be more than happy to support a tighter school dress code with an expectation that all pupils 

wear shirt and tie, it would have to be in the context of also wearing uniform black trousers/skirt and black 

shoes.  A shirt and tie alongside jeans, leggings and/or coloured shoes is not acceptable school dress.   

 

Until a full consultation has taken place, I wish to clarify that pupils in any year group may wear shirt and tie 

but must also wear the rest of the school uniform i.e. smart black trousers/skirt and black shoes.   

 

Parents are reminded that our dress code is based on pupils wearing black and white, preferably garments 

with the school logo.  While outdoor garments may be of any colour, outer garments must be removed in 

classes.  Please ensure that pupils have sufficient items of warm school clothing so that they have no reason 

to complain about being asked to remove outer garments and scarves in class.  While we normally expect 

pupils to wear smart black trousers/skirts, as we go through the cold winter months, we are prepared to 

accept pupils who wear smart black jeans (i.e. not faded/or torn!) as we appreciate that these are warmer 

than dress trousers. 

 

Congratulations to our Talented Pupils 

Swimmers 

Congratulations to our swim team who did exceptionally well at the recent Highland Schools Gala taking home 

an amazing 23 medals.  As a result of performances at that event, 8 swimmers have qualified for the 

Scottish Finals on Saturday 25 January 2014 in Glasgow: 

Jake Mills, Alex Philip, Lewis Taylor, Hamish Hepburn, Carla Sermanni, Rebecca Smith, Stephanie MacLeod 

and Ciara Peters  

This is a great achievement for these swimmers.   

 

Girls’ Netball 

Congratulations to the Senior Girls’ Netball Team who had an outstanding win in the Scottish Cup against 

Gordonstoun School last Friday.  The team consisted of: 

Mairi Blair, Louise Blair, Charlotte Anderson, Carla Sermanni, Yandra Banks- Brown, Honor McAuly–Brand, 

Holly Dunbar and Tess Westbrook. 

 

Musicians 

Well done to our 20 musicians who were involved in the Highland Youth Music Concerts in Aviemore last 

Saturday.  Outstanding performances were given by school pupils from across the Highlands.  It was great 

to see so many of our pupils on stage at this wonderful celebration of musical talent. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Christmas Social Events for Pupils 

S1-S3 Christmas Disco  

Tuesday 10 December, 7.30-10.00pm.  Tickets - £2.50 - will be on sale from Thursday 5 December at 

interval and lunchtime. 
 

Senior Prom (S4-S6) 

Friday 13 December, 8.00-11.00pm.  The theme this year is ‘The Great Gatsby’. Tickets - £10 - will be on 

sale at interval and lunchtime in Room 5. 
 

Parents and pupils are reminded that pupils with an unacceptable record relating to behaviour, attendance 

and/or effort in school may not be permitted to attend school social events.   

 

Music Events 

Music Department Christmas Concert - a showcase of the very best from the Music Department 

Thursday 12 December, Main Hall, 7.30pm 

Tickets will be available from the school office from Thursday 5 December - Adults £4, Concessions £3 
 

‘Grease’ - The Musical 

The school is putting on the musical ‘Grease’ this year.  Come along to experience the songs and dancing that 

has made this one of the most popular musicals of all time. 

Tuesday 17, Wednesday 18 and Thursday 19 December, Main Hall, 7.30pm 

Tickets will be available from the school office from Wednesday 4 December - Adults £6, Concessions £4 
 

Theatre Trip – ‘Singin' In The Rain’ 

The Music and English Departments are organising a theatre trip for the 27 February 2014.  It is to watch 

the matinee of ‘Singin' In The Rain’ at the Festival Theatre, Edinburgh.   

We believe that the trip represents an excellent opportunity for pupils to experience top-class theatre.  

Our tickets are for seats in the stalls and are at a significant reduction in price to encourage pupils to make 

the most of this opportunity.   

All of S1 and S2 have been invited plus members of the cast of Grease who were involved with Singin' in the 

Rain last year. Letters were handed out last week and replies need to be with Mrs Shearon by Friday  

6 December. 

 

Special Assemblies for Christmas 

There will be special assemblies for Christmas on the morning of Friday 20 December for S1-S6. 

 

Christmas Break 

School closes on Friday 20 December at 1.15pm and the new term starts on Monday 6 January 2014. 

 
 

 

Mrs I Carson 

Head Teacher 

 

SUMMARY OF KEY DATES AND EVENTS 

S1 Parents’ Evening Wednesday 4 December 

Christmas Disco S1-S3 Tuesday 10 December 

Music Concert Thursday 12 December  

Senior Prom S4-S6 Friday 13 December 

School Show – ‘Grease’ Tuesday 17-Thursday 19 December  

End of term Friday 20 December 

Start of term Monday 6 January 2014 

S4-S6 Prelims Start week beginning 20 January 2014 

Mid-term break Monday 17 & Tuesday 18 February 2014 

In-Service Days (schools closed for pupils) Wednesday 19-Friday 21 February 2014 



 

 

 

GRANTOWN GRAMMAR SCHOOL:  SENIOR PHASE – FACT SHEET – NOVEMBER 2013 

 
Existing Courses at Intermediate, Higher and Advanced Higher 

Most courses are made up on a number of Units, as well as an external exam or folio, or both.  To gain a full 

award, a pupil must have passed all the Unit Assessments from the National Assessment Bank (commonly 

known as NABs) as well as the final exam.   

 

NABs are set at a minimum competency level and are pass/fail.  If a pupil fails a NAB they will normally only 

get one chance to resit.  If they fail the resit then there is a serious question mark about whether or not 

they should continue with the course at that level, especially as the Units normally get more difficult as the 

course progresses.  When a pupil fails a NAB parents are advised, normally by letter, but sometimes by 

other means.  If they fail a resit, parents will normally be contacted to advise that the pupil should consider 

sitting the subject at a lower level.  Parents are welcome to contact the school if they wish to discuss this.   

 

In some cases, a pupil may be permitted to continue with a course through the next Unit and if they are 

successful then an ‘exceptional’ additional resit of the failed unit will be permitted.  Further failures, 

however, will mean that the pupil will not be able to complete a full course award in that school session, so 

would normally be advised to work towards the qualification the following year, if possible, or to consider a 

change of option.  Again, parents are welcome to contact the school if they wish to discuss this. 

 

The school is required to follow strict criteria for assessments and resits and cannot make individual 

exceptions other than in the circumstances highlighted above.   

 

New Qualifications at National 5 

The structure of the National 5 qualifications (and the new Highers from next session) include a number of 

Units and a Course Assessment.  As with existing Highers, pupils must pass all Unit assessments as well as 

the Course Assessment to gain a full course award.  Units are internally assessed and externally verified 

while the Course Assessment at this level is normally externally marked. 

Pupils only get one chance to resit a Unit assessment if they fail it first time, though individual exceptions as 

described above may be possible in some specific circumstances. 

The Course Assessment may take the form of a final exam or project or both.  Course Assessments require 

pupils to show that they can apply the knowledge they have learnt throughout a course and these can take 

different formats. 

 

New Qualifications at National 1–4 

These courses involve Units and an Added Value Unit which is required to gain the full course award.  All 

assessments at this stage are assessed in school and externally verified. 

 

Homework Expectations in the Senior Phase 

While teachers will set some set homework for most courses in the Senior Phase, most work at home should 

be initiated by pupils themselves.  All pupils studying at Higher should be studying at home on a regular and 

on-going basis - normally for 2+ hours per week per Higher Course.  This study should take place throughout 

the session, not just the few weeks before exams!  Home study should include regular revision of class work 

and regular use of revision resources, past papers and on-line resources and support packages including 

Scholar and subject resources available on GLOW. 

 

 


