
 
 
 
S3 Curriculum in Grantown Grammar School 
 
The Curriculum for Excellence in Scotland entitles all young people to a broad general education (BGE) up 
to the end of S3 and a senior phase beginning at S4 to prepare for qualifications and further develop skills 
for future learning, life and work.  
 
Please see the school and Parent Council website for links to more information about the curriculum in 
Scotland. 
 
S3 and Transition to the Senior Phase 
S3 marks the final year of a broad general education and is an important year in preparing for the transition 
to the Senior Phase when formal qualifications begin.  During the course of S3, most pupils will be working 
on outcomes and experiences at level 3 or level 4. Level 4 roughly equates with the level of challenge and 
skill required in National 4 qualifications.  While pupils will begin qualifications aiming for National 2, 3 or 4 
as appropriate to them, pupils who show that they are secure at BGE Level 4 in a particular subject area, 
are likely to progress to National 5 during the course of S4. In exceptional circumstances it may be possible 
for a pupil in S4 to begin a course at Higher level in S4. Decisions about pathways through the Senior 
Phase will be based on pupil progress and performance in S3 and throughout the Senior Phase. 
 
For parents who are used to the previous qualifications, the grid below may help you understand how the 
new qualifications compare. 
 

New Qualification  
 

roughly equates to 

Previous Qualifications 

National 2 Access 2 

National 3 SG Foundation or Access 3 

National 4 SG General or Intermediate 1 

National 5 SG Credit or Intermediate 2 

 
Parents can access our Senior Phase Pathways booklet on our school website.  This provides information 
about the Senior Phase and the courses we currently offer. 
 
Pupil Profile and e-portfolio 
The S3 Profile is a summary of a pupil’s latest and best achievements across the curriculum as well as a 
record of their strengths and achievements in extra-curricular activities and beyond school.  A pupil’s S3 
Profile is an important element in the transition to the next stage in school as it provides an overview of 
achievements through the broad general education and can be considered as part of the ‘passport’ to the 
Senior Phase.  
 
The S3 Profile is developed from the pupil’s e-portfolio in GLOW, which pupils should already be updating 

on a regular basis at home and at school.  Pupils build their Profile by ‘tagging’ relevant entries in their e-

portfolio.  The tagging process pulls achievements recorded throughout the year, into the Profile, which 

shows the three ‘latest and best’ achievements across all curricular areas, alongside entries about wider 

achievement and latest memorable moment.  You are strongly encouraged to ask your child to show you 

their profile to which you can also add a parental comment.  They should be regularly updating this profile 

at home.  Arrangements can be made at lunchtimes or after school for pupils who cannot easily access the 

Internet at home. 
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Subjects Studied in S3  
In S3, most subjects are studied by all pupils but some are optional.   
 
Subjects included for all pupils in session 2014-2015 are: 
• Language: English and Literacy (4 periods) 
• Mathematics and Numeracy (4 periods) 
• Sciences (4 periods + some flexible afternoons for specific units/field trips and challenges) 
• Social Studies (4 periods + some flexible afternoons for specific units/field trips and challenges) 
• Physical Education (2 periods) 
• Religious, Moral and Philosophical Education (1 period) 
• Personal and Social Education (1 period)  
• BGE period – Pupils will be timetabled in groups for PE, Art, Music and/or Modern Languages  

depending on the options they make in the optional subjects.  Some pupils may be timetabled for a 
Learning Support tutorial at this time.  This period will allow us to ensure that broad general education 
entitlements are met for all pupils.  For example, a pupil who does not opt for Music will be timetabled in 
small groups for one period of music a week, for a few weeks or possibly longer if they wish.   

• Additional Learning Support tutorial time may be possible.  This will be considered on an individual 
basis according to need. 

 
Optional Subjects offered in S3: 
We offer 3 option columns in S3.  Pupils choose one subject from those available each column. It is 
important to note that, with the exception of French, all subjects offered on an optional basis can easily be 
picked up again in S4, S5 or S6 regardless of whether the subject was studied in S3.  There will also be 
opportunities to pick up some aspects of some of the optional subjects in the BGE period mentioned above. 
 
Pupils who may wish to continue with French in the senior phase should certainly choose to French as an 
option.   
 
The subjects included in the optional columns are included in the curricular areas of Language, 
Technologies and Expressive Arts.  To experience as broad a curriculum as possible pupils are 
recommended to study a course from each of these curricular areas.  
 

 Languages 

 French 
 

 Expressive Arts 

 Art & Design 

 Music 

 Physical Education* 
* The physical education course will be developed to include some of the expressive experiences 

through dance and gymnastics.   

 Technologies 

 Business and IT 

 Construction and Engineering  

 Design, Technology and Graphics 
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Course Descriptors: Optional Subjects 

LANGUAGE 

 
S3 French  
 Want to be able to cope with everyday activities in France such as shopping or eating out? 
 Want to learn more about French sport, media & Paris? Want to study a French film and fairy tales? 
 Want to become more confident using and understanding the language & how it works? 
Come and join us. 
This course will be a good springboard for National 4, 5 and Higher.  
 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

 
Art & Design  
In Expressive with Critical we will continue to experiment and work with different techniques of mark 
making. Through practice, and tackling a wider range of subject matter, pupils will learn to improve the 
quality of their expressive work. We will begin to introduce pupils to the ways of working required for 
National and Higher courses, such as working on a larger scale expressive project, with more 
developmental work preceding the final outcome. 
Design with Critical will entail research, investigation and problem solving in the production of design 
solutions across a range of design disciplines (e.g. graphics, product, ceramics).  Training in more 
specialist areas of craft will widen the scope of pupils’ design work at National and Higher levels. 
Practical work will be supported through Critical Activity: analysing and drawing inspiration from the 
artworks and designs of a number of artists and designers from a variety of movements and styles, 
contemporary and historical. This will build upon the techniques the pupils have learned through assessing 
each other’s work in first and second year. 
 
Music  
In S3 pupils will continue to develop their musical skills with regards to performing, inventing and listening. 
They will work on projects which will help them to develop their skills performing as a soloist or in a group. 
They will need to be able to play one instrument with confidence and be willing to learn another. Inventions 
will be created both as a group and as an individual. We will study music from different genres of music and 
learn how to identify certain musical concepts. Through the year there will be opportunities to integrate ICT 
with the projects. Literacy and numeracy skills will be incorporated with the work and we will explore how 
music helps develop skills for life and work. 
  
Physical Education  
The course aims to provide pupils with the opportunity to develop a range of movement and performance 
skills in various physical activities. Pupils will have had the opportunity to explore and develop an 
awareness of factors which impact on performance and will record, monitor and reflect on their 
performance. The course is taught almost entirely through the practical medium.   
 

TECHNOLOGIES 

 
Business and IT  
The Business and IT course provides an opportunity for pupils in third year to learn about different types of 
business, the skills and attributes of an entrepreneur and how to meet customers' needs. The course will 
give learners an understanding of the external influences on a business, such as political and economic 
factors.  It will look at current business practice and have a strong focus on communication.   
Pupils also have the chance to acquire skills in word processing, spreadsheets and databases, to use the 
Internet to find information, to use e-mail and create presentations.  Pupils will use technology to create 
blogs, wikis and websites. The course also covers health and safety in the workplace and the security of 
people, property and information. 
The BGE course in Business and IT can provide progression to the Business course at National 3 and 4 
and the Business Management courses at National 5 and Higher.  
 
Construction and Engineering/ 
 
 
 



 
 
Construction and Engineering 
This course is already established in our technical department, giving girls and boys the chance to follow a 
purely workshop focused course in wood and metal based activities. Also it has the added bonus of looking 
at the world of work after school through studying employability skills as we go. 
  
Pupils spend blocks of time in both wood and metal workshops then upon completion will receive an SQA 
Qualification at the end of S3.  During this time they learn about many of the tool and machining processes 
that we can offer in school. 
This course can be complimented by our Design and Technology option as well if pupils choose.  If courses 
are oversubscribed then pupils may be limited to either Design and Technology or Skills for Work. 
 
The aims of this Course are: 

 Practical Experiences in Construction  
Candidates will select and use the basic construction tools, equipment and materials leading to the 
manufacture of an artefact, e.g. a piece of external garden furniture. 

 Practical Experiences in Engineering  
Candidates will select and use the basic engineering tools, workshop machinery and materials leading to 
the manufacture of an artefact, e.g. a bicycle rack. 

 Developing Employability Skills in Construction and Engineering  
Candidates will explore the range of employment opportunities, career paths and job roles in the 
construction and engineering sectors and develop work practices and attitudes that will enhance their 
employability skills. 

 
Possible progression in Senior Phase 
S4    Nat 4 Construction Skills 
S5-6    Nat 4, Nat 5 Metalworking Skills 
S5-6   Nat 4, Nat 5 Engineering Skills 
 
 
Design, Technology and Graphics 
This course intends to provide a broad practical experience through Design & Technology.  It offers 
opportunities for learners to develop skills in designing and then communicating these through Computer 
Aided Graphics or manual drawing methods. These are then taken through into our workshops where the 
pupils manufacture the artefacts. 
 
The Course provides opportunities to develop and enhance creativity, practical problem solving skills, and 
an appreciation of safe working practices in a workshop or similar environment. Furthermore it offers 
access to the latest computer drawing software plus drawing board and graphical presentation techniques. 
 
The aims of the Course are to enable learners to: 

 Develop skills in producing and interpreting sketches, drawings and working diagrams. 
 Gain knowledge of using the drawing board, marker pen and pencil sketching. 
 Develop skills in practical manufacturing skills in wood, metal and plastic. 
 Develop skills in designing, testing, model making and evaluating solutions. 

 
The Course introduces learners to ideas and skills which they may then choose to take forward through 
further study in the technologies curriculum area. 
 
This course can be complimented by our Skills for Work Practical Experiences in Construction and 
Engineering option as well if pupils choose. If courses are oversubscribed then pupils may be limited to 
either Design and Technology or Skills for Work. 
 
Possible progression in Senior Phase 
Woodworking Skills N4, N5 
Metalworking Skills N4, N5 
Graphic Communication N4, N5, Higher 
 
  
 

 
 


