
 

 
 

10 February 2014  
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

MOBILE PHONES IN SCHOOL  
 

The school rules, quoted in the student planner which is given to every pupil, clearly state that “mobile 
phones, i-players etc are brought into school at the owner’s own risk.  They must be switched off and kept 
out of sight.” 
 

Over time, this rule has been relaxed with pupils using their phones at lunchtime and to listen to music in 
certain classes.  However, recently it has been increasingly abused, with both pupils and parents sending 
and receiving texts during class time.  In addition to limiting pupils’ learning, this is detrimental to good order 
and discipline in the school. 
 

To ensure the smooth running of the school, pupils have been advised of the following expectations: 
 

Mobile Phone Use in School 
Our school policy for mobile phones requires pupils to switch them off during the school day.  If phones are 
seen or heard in the school or school grounds, at any time during the school day, then staff are entitled to 
confiscate them for return from a member of the Senior Management Team at the end of the school day.  If 
a phone is confiscated more than once in a school year then the phone will normally be held in school until a 
parent can come and collect it.  Repeated defiance of school expectations can lead to exclusion! 
 

Over the last couple of years it has been agreed that teachers may, if they felt it would support learning, 
permit pupils to listen to music on their phone or use their phone to take learning related photographs etc.  
Unfortunately that privilege is now withdrawn until further notice, due to the number of pupils who blatantly 
defy school instructions and use their phones to send messages to others during class time.  
  

This is particularly disappointing as we were considering amending our Policy on Mobile Phones in school to 
formalise a more relaxed approach but that will not be possible while we cannot trust our pupils to comply 
with very clear expectations. 
 

Expectations of Pupils 

 Phones must be switched off while in the grounds of the school – this includes breaks and lunchtimes. 

 If a teacher asks a pupil to hand over their phone they must do so immediately and without argument.  
The teacher will normally send the phone to the office for collection from a member of SMT at the end of 
the school day.  Parents will be contacted to make arrangements to collect the phone if the rules have 
been broken on more than one occasion. 

 Pupils must not request to leave a class early to collect a phone! 
 

Pupils are reminded that the school can take no responsibility for their phone.  Pupils are strongly advised to 
leave phones at home. 
 

These measures are intended to enable staff to monitor mobile phone use in a clear and consistent way.  
They are also part of ongoing efforts in the school in relation to internet safety and the safe use of mobile 
phones. 
 

Issues around mobile phone use were highlighted by the Highland Council and Police in a letter which was 
issued to all parents in June 2013.  A copy of this letter is posted on the school website.  It highlighted the 
following websites which provide useful information for parents and young people: 
 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk 
www.childnet.com 
www.mobilephonesandsafety.co.uk 
www.highlandesafety.wordpress.com 
 

Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
 
Mrs Irene Carson 
Head Teacher 
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