
       27th January 2014  

 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 
 

  I am writing to make you aware that there will be a lunchtime meeting this week for S3/4 pupils who are 

interested in completing the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award this year. This is a course lasting approximately until 

autumn of this year, with an aim to encourage co-operation, independence and a sense of adventure in young adults.  It 

is an award suitable for anyone between the ages of 14 and 25 regardless of ability. The Award recognises and 

celebrates the attainment of targets that the participants themselves, have set. The Scheme is to be run internally at 

Grantown Grammar, with regular meetings taking place, during lunchtimes, and some Friday afternoons. Each student 

will be expected to attend all meetings in order to complete the Award. 
 

At Bronze, the Scheme comprises four elements:- 
 

 Skill 

 Volunteering 

 Physical Recreation 

Each participant chooses to follow one of these for 6 months and the other two for 3 months. 
 

The Award also involves two, two-day Expeditions, with overnight camps. The pupils will plan their route, menus and use 

of equipment in detail before the expedition, and will carry out a project during the walk. The Expedition element 

includes extensive tutoring from trained school staff. The school is able to provide a lot (but not all) of the equipment 

required for the Expedition, including tents, rucksacks and stoves.   

For more details of each of these sections, please refer to the Duke of Edinburgh Award website, which is  

www.dofe.org 

There will be costs for completion of the Award. Pupils will be required to pay £17 for registration and training 

materials. There will also be costs (of approximately £10 per expedition) for food and stove fuel, which pupils will be 

expected to provide for the expeditions. We will ask for pupils to be dropped off at the start point, and picked up from 

their end point, both of which will be in the Strathspey area. It is expected that pupils will be able to share lifts to and 

from these points.  

Unfortunately, we can only give places to a limited number of pupils. We always receive a large amount of interest from 

pupils and it is likely that places will be highly oversubscribed. Because of this, we will have to select pupils at random 

to participate, although giving priority to pupils in S4 who did not get onto the scheme last year. We are very keen to 

widen the opportunity to a greater number of pupils, and are keen to hear from anybody who may be able to help out 

with any aspect of the Award Scheme. Please get in touch if you think you may be able to help us out.  
 

If you wish for your son/daughter to become involved in the Scheme this year, I would like to direct you to look at the 

information powerpoint found on the school website. This explains the requirements for the award. If you are unable to 

access the internet at home, please ask your child to collect a printed version from myself. It would be very useful if 

you could emphasise the commitment that is needed by the pupils that take part over the next 7-8 months. It is a 

shame that every year we have pupils who start the scheme and then drop out, taking up spaces that could be used by 

others. When you have viewed and discussed the information with your child, please return the tear off slip below to 

confirm that your child would like to be considered. They should bring it with them to the meeting on Thursday 

lunchtime, which is at 1.45 in room 17 (Mr’s Knight’s Geography room). If your child is unable to make the meeting, 

please ask them to come and see me beforehand. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to 

contact myself at the School. 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Mrs R. Knight  (Leader) 

………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

I have discussed the award scheme with my child and would like my child’s name to be entered for selection on the 

scheme this year.  

Signed _____________________________   Date ______________ 

 

Pupil’s name        House and Year     

THE HIGHLAND COUNCIL 

COMHAIRLE NA GAIDHEALTACHD 

 

 

Grantown Grammar School 
Cromdale Road, Grantown-on-Spey  PH26 3HU 

Tel: (01479) 872649  Fax: (01479) 873649 

E-Mail: grantowngrammar@highland.gov.uk 

Web Site:  www.ggschool.com 

 

Mrs Irene Carson, Head Teacher  


